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pet. obligations of the several States, issued in various 

Was shapes al the same time, and for value received, 

{the have been repudiated; yet no brand of national 


jishonor seems to have attached to us from this 
cause,—ye! Mississippi, in refusing to acknowedge 
gvunauthorized debt, for which she received noth- 
ing, bas disgraced the naticn! 

Mr. G. said be could cite cases throughout the 
ghele civilized world, of national debts for which 
value had been received, being repudiated, without 
sach nations being branded with dishonor; yet this 
pation is prenounced dishonored, because the State 
of Mississippi refuses to acknowledge a debt never 

ly or constitutionally contrac‘ed by her, and 
from which her people received notenefit. Sir, 
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‘aise BR ssid Mr. G., this pretended horror of Mississippi 
‘Mat HP epadiation is as hypocritical as it is insulting. 
rings The whole band of stockbrokers, fundmongers, and 
Bank paper-money robbers, in this country and Europe, 
or aM and their agents here, are bellowing about Missis 
iol HME sippi repudiation, to draw public attention from 
they HM their own infamous systems of swindling. Sir, 
aa said Mr. G., we have been taunted by these men, 
bine who live upon the labor of others, through the 
: = machinery of the banking, credit, and paper-money 
systems, until even the Robespierre of the Harri- 
son Administration—who was as fond of cutting off 
nget ME heads officially, as that monster was in realiiy—has 
clual HM aitempted to cast ridicale upon his (Mr. G.’s) col- 
isl league for wishing to cut down the public expend- 
mil MF tures to the receipts into the treasury. 
0 per The gentleman from New York reminded his 
und,) HP (Mr, G.’s) colleague [Mr. Txompson] that it was 
0 ad- MM not at all necessary to retrench; for, if we got in 
$35 debt, the new doctrine of repudiation would very 
| (bis HE soon relieve us. The gentleman from New York 
ndred HE (Mr. Granaer] intended to be severe upon his (Mr. 
form. G.’s) colleague; but, like the blind rattlesnake in 
gone RE Angust, he sank his fangs into his own politically 
there HME corrupt body. The only practical repudiation 
ng | known in this country during this century, of ac- 
| how HR knowledged, honest, and bona fide debts, had no 
f the HE more zealous advocate than that gentleman. None 
inkot ME of us have forgotien the theatrical valedictory pre- 
bank HB nounced by bim wher this House was about passing 
ids of HB an act to repeal the great repudiating bankrupt law, 
y tbe BR yet he has the audacity to get up, in the face of 
more RE this House, and sneer at repudiation! It won!d be 
Jniot HE as apropos to hear a prostitute lecture about virtue 
ns de MM and morality. He said that this course of attack 
thea HP upon his State would not be submitted to; and, if 
Cpr ME gentlemen travelled out of the usual course of de- 
= a bate to make such attacks, they must expect to be 


answered in a spirit becoming the Representatives 
of a people who feared not the scoffs of the cor- 
rupt, or the frowns of power, in asserting what 
they believed to be their grea’ constitutional rights. 
gentleman from Massachusetts had taken 

the ground that the State debts must be assumed, or 
here would be war with Great Britain; and he 
pointed us to the fate of China, as a warning to us 
'o beware of a contest with that powerful nation. 
He (Mr. G.) did not court war with Great Britain, 
or any other nation; but the fear of such war 
should never operate upon him so far as to induce 
him 'o violate the Constitution of his country, in 
assuming debts which that instrament gave no 
authority to assume or pay. When the question of 
War Of assumption was presented to him, he was 
for war, as were his constituents. The mean, track- 
‘Spirit to the power of Great Britain, that is 
manifesting itself in this country, would meet with 
nO response from the section of the Union from 
which he came. Interested more deeply than any 
State in the Union, as Mississippi is, in the export 
trade of the country, yet her citizens would be the 
first to resist encroachment upon the fundamental 
law of the land, whether that resistance led to war 
not. The spirit of crouching servility was not 
the proper one to exhibit to that nation. He, (Mr. 
G,) in the language of the gentleman from Vir- 
sitia, [Mr. Wisz,] would prefer slapping John 
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Bull in the face, than to quail before his power, ii 


he wished to have permanent peace with him. 

It was a somewhat singular coincidence, that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts justified the attack of 
Great Britain upon China, puther in the right, and 
and China in the wrong; and intimates that if we 
do not assume the State debts, and a war should 
be the consequence, we would be in the wrong, 
and England right—the cause of war in the two 
cases being similar. The gentleman appears to 
be always on the side of the British in his argu- 
ments, if heis notsoin feeling. The gentleman 
made a great many suppositions of what would 
happen en account of the refusal of Mississippi to 
assume the payment of these bends. I will meet 
that portion of his argument, by supposing that 
subjects of Great Britain should complain to their 
Government that they had been defrauded out of 
large sums due them by citizens of the United 
States, in consequence of the passage of an ex post 
facto law by this Governmeat, which authorized their 
debtors in this country to repudiate the debts con- 
tracted in good faith, and for value received, before 
the passage of this law. The Government of Great 
Britain, through it¢ minister here, applies to our 
Government for indemnity to its citizens for Josses 
thus sustained. Our President and Secretary of 
State pay no attention to the application. Great 
Britain then resorts to that potent argument—the 
Paixhan gun—and sends a fleet of war sieamers to 
Boston, todemand the payment of the English debts 
repudiated in thatcity under the bankrupt law. 
What is then to be done? Why, according to the ar- 
guments of the gentleman from Massachusetts—— 
avoid war by ail means; apply to the Gen- 
eral Government to assume these debts, and 
get clear of the danger ef the Paixhan guns. 
He (Mr. G.) had less dread of these Paix- 
han guns than appeared to operate on the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, and could by no 
such argument give up his opposition to the as- 
sumption of State debts. He would not now 
go into that question, but was prepared, at 
the proper time, if necessary, to lay his views be- 
fore the country. He had addressed the House at 
this time solely to defend the State he had the 
honor in part to represent, against the charges 
made against her for the ground she had taken irre- 
lation to these bonds. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland obtained the floor, 
and yielded it for an explanation to— 


Mr. GRANGER, who observed that he had not 
sought the floor for the purpose of replying te the 
very refined and polished remarks of the gentleman 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Gwun,] so far as related to 
himself personally; but he had listened to the re- 
marks of the gentleman, and to the paper just read 
at the table, and be had a word to say about Mis. 
sissippi morality as that gentleman taught it. Why, 
what was the case, as the gentleman madeit? It 
was, that the State of Mississippi incorporated a 
bank with fifteen millions of dollars capital; and 
then went on to enact, by a Legislature composed 
of a majority of the political friends of that gentle- 
man, and who now held the same moral doctrines 
deciared by this same Governor McNutt, that the 
Governor should subscribe, in the name of the State, 
for one-third of the stock. The stock was sub- 
scribed for, and the bonds to pay for it were signed, 
and put in the market, and sold at par value. The 
money was received for them, and constituted part 
of the capital of the bank. He would call on the 
gentleman to say whether there was another stock- 
holder to this bank. 


Mr: GWIWN said that there was; and that bonds 
to the amount of ten millions were given for the 
balance of the stock, and recorded in every county 
in the State. 

Mr. GRANGER said that these bonds bad been 
repudiated. 

Mr. GWIN denied that they had been, and said 
that they were we!! secured, and could be collected. 

Mr. GRANGER contended that every dollar of 
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come to the conclusion that it was only when pay- 
day came, that he started back in holy horror from 
the debt. He would go further. If he mistook 
not, there was a large amount of bonds out, con- 
stituting the capital of the Planters’ Bank of 
Mississippi. These bonds, the nature of which 
must be known to the gentleman from Mississippi 
and his colleague, had not yet been repudiated. He 
asked the gentleman to state, in his place, his 
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rived from the sale of these State bonds, which 
was all paid into the bank; and when it became in- 
convenient to pay them, the gentleman found out 
that # was unconstitutional. He came not here to 
speak with disrespect of any man who had been 
elevated to the chief magistracy ot a State; but he 
must say that, after these bonds were signed—after 
the funds were received for them—it was only neces- 
sary to turn to that leiter of Governor McNutt to 


opinion whether these bonds should or should not 
be paid. 

Mr. GWIN, in reply to the question of the gen- 
tleman, would say that all of the candidates of the 
Democratic party in Mississippi, during the contest 
in 1841, had declared themselves against repudiat- 
ing these bonds. After the exhaustion of the as- 
sets of the Planters’ and Railroad Banks, that were 
properly applicable to the payment of these bends, 
they declared their willingness to meet their oppo- 
nents in providing means to pay any balance of these 
bonds that should remain unpaid; but the party op- 
posed to the Democrats in the State had, in the 
last election, refused to pledge themselves to lay a 
tax to pay these bonds. The Legislature of the 
State, at several sessions, had attempted to put the 
Planters’ and Railroad Banks in liquidation, to ap- 
ply the assets to the payment of these bonds; but 
had been met with obstacles, on account of the sup- 
posed chartered rights of the banks; which had 
caused the failure of the application of these assets 
to this purpose. The Senate of Mississippi, at the 
time, composed of a majorty of Democrats, had 
declared, unanimously, that these bonds were the 
bonds of the State—the present Governor of the 
State being a member of the Senate at the time. 

Mr. GRANGER inguired if he was to under- 
stand the gentleman from Mississippi to be in 
favor of repudiating the bonds of the Planters’ 
Bank of Mississippi? 

Mr. GWIN denied that he was, or ever had 
been, in favor of repudiating those bonds. 

Mr. GRANGER said he did not mistake the 
signs of the times; it might not be animportant to 
know and remember what the opinions of the 
gentleman were on that subject. 

Mr. WISE, (in a firm tone, to the friends around 
him.) "What does he mean, by its being important 
to know that? 

Mr. GRANGER hoped the House and the 
country would remember that declaration of opin- 
jon. Thegentleman had said that he was in favor 
of paying the bonds of the Planters’ Bank of Mis- 
sissippi; and he (Mr. G.) hoped they should see 
no repudiation of ‘those bonds. He hoped, too, 
that gentleman’s honorable colleague [Mr. THomp- 
son] would be of the same way of thinking. 

Now about the Union Bank bonds. He there de- 
clared, in his place, what the gentleman from 
Mississippi himself would not, and could not, con- 
tradict. The law granting the power, and directing 
the subscription for the stock of the Union Bank of 
Mississippi, was passed by a Legislature, a majori- 
ty of whom were all your hard-money and hard- 
currency men—your men who read to the rest of 
the nation such elegant lessons on bank profligacy 
and bank corruption. Now, was there a prettier 
specimen of it than in the Union Bank, which went 
into operation on the money raised by’ the sale of 
those bonds?’ He had no sympathy with the specu- 
Jators, who stood in the markets to run down the 
credit of the States, that they might buy® their 
bonds below par; bat, in this cace, every dollar of 
the $5,000,000 raised by the sale of these bonds 
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went into that bank, and it was the only money 
raised for the operations of the Union Bank—a 
bank whose was subscribed for by a hard- 
money Governor, under a law passed by a hard- 
money Legislature. 

Mr. GWIWN said, as the gentleman appeared to 
understand the political complexion of that Legis- 
latare very well, he would ask him if the Whig 
Senator at the other end of the Capitol, from that 
State, was not elected by that Legislature? 

Mr. GRANGER said he knew it wag so; for, 
after the passage of that law by a Legislature 
which had a hard-money majority, there was such 
a storm raised that many of the members resigned, 
and a Whig majority was left. 

He then went on to allude to some epithets 
which he said had been used towards him by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, and said he should 
notice arguments, and not epithets. He then asked 
the gentleman from Mississippi if he was pre- 
sasel to rise in this hall, and say that the Union 
Bank of that State ever issued a dollar wpon any 
funds but those she raised by the sale of these five 
millions of bonds? And whether he was in favor of 
laying a tax to raise a single dollar for the repay- 
ment of them? He (Mr.G. ) had nothing more to say 
on this subject, than to declare that he stood there 
ready to verify every assertion he had made. 

But one word on the subject of State debts, and 
the remarks which the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Apams}) made yesterday. He [Mr. 
Granger] did not agree with that gentleman in 
many of the positions which he assumed; and on one 
he agreed most fully with the gentleman from Mis- 
elssippi (Mr. Gwin.] And when foreign stockhold- 
ers came here, and said they knew not abroad 
that there was any difference between the stock of 
the different States of this Union, and that they had 
been deceived in advancing their money, believing 
that the faith of the General Government was 
pledged for its repayment, he would, with the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, turn to them and say, 
Why was it, then, that you bought Illinois bonds at 
40 cents, and other State bonds for 30 cents—some 
even for 15 cents—New York 6's for80 and 90 
cents, and Massachuseits at par? Forhe did not 
come there to glorify his own Siate, but to state 
the facts as they stood. Yes, when a foreign bond- 
helder came to buy State bonds, and said he con- 
sidered that they were all guarantied by the faith 
of the United States Government, he (Mr. Granaer] 
‘would tell him that his own actions proved that he 
knew to the contrary 

Another word on this subject. It was a pity— 
a grievous pity—whatever some gentlemen might 
think of it, as connected with this whole subject, 
that the land bill of 1832, or 1833, or whatever the 
year was, did not become a law. 

If that land bill had become a law of the land, 
and the distribution had taken place amongst the 
States, they might not have been driven to re- 
pudiation. And if the surplus funds of 1835 and 
1836 had been divided out among the States in 
the proportion in which they were entitled to it, 
they would never have seen what they had seen. 
And he there told the gentlemen who heard him, 
that there was not a State of the Union—unless it 
was not already determined to repudiate—that 
would not call upon them in some form or other 
—either that of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
W. C. Jounson,] or some other—to make the 
common property ofthe nation be for the com- 
mon benefit of the States. 

He regretted to hear the gentleman from Massa- 
ehusetts (Mr. Apams] say that British steamers 
could to Mississippi and conquer that State. 
He differed from him entirely on that subject, al- 
though he had never seen in that gentleman any- 
thing that looked like favoring the British. He 
had watched that gentleman’s course towards Great 
Britain closely, through his whole life; and though 
he thought the gentleman from Massachusetts 
would do justice to all nations, he had often seen 
that the,revolutionary blood which was in bis veins, 
and the veins of his sire, rose up; and on any ques- 
tion of doubt between us and Great Britain, that 
gentleman was made what had been called a pretty 
“good bater.” The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts was the last man against whom a charge 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| steamers could go up the Mississippi, and conquer 
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should be brought of favoring the British, though 
he (Mr. Grawaer) did not agree with him that the 
steamers of Great Britain could go up the Missis- 
sippi. The valley of the Mississippi alone was 
competent to protect her. He was, however, a lit- 
tle surprised the other day, and more surprised 
now, that some indignation had not been expressed 
in relation to some remarks of another gentleman 
on this floor. The gentleman from Mississippi 
charged almost treason to his country on the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, for intimating that 
British steamers could conquer the single State of 
Mississippi; and yet an eloquent gentleman from 
South Carolina, on the navy appropriation bill the 
other day, told them that British steamers could go 
up the Mississippi, and lay waste, not only one, bat 
every State bordering on that river; and they then 
heard no charge from the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, nor had they now heard any charge against 
the gentleman from South Carolina—no, nota word. 
After a few other observations, he resumed his 
seat. 


The SPEAKER then announced that the morn- 
ing hour had expired. 


Mr. ADAMS obtained permissicn to correct an 
error inte which the gentleman from New York 
had fallen. He denied that he had said British 


that State; but he had supposed a case, and in- 
quired what this Government would do under such 
circumstances. 


Mr. GWIWN said the gentleman from New York 
had accused him (Mr. G.) with applying epithets 
tohim. He (Mr. G.) had applied but one epithet 
to the gentleman. It was, that he was the Robes- 
pierre of the Harrison administration, and was as 
fond of cutting off heads cfficially, as that monster 
had been in reality. He wished to call the atten- 
tion ofthe House to the fact, that the gentleman 
from New York had, at the last session of Con- 
gress, declared in his place—and with a self-satis- 
fied air that cannot be forgotten—that he had de- 
capitated 1,700°postmasters. 


Mr. GRANGER said he did not object to that 
atall. It was fair and legitimate. 


Mr.GWIN asked to what, then, did the gentle- 
man allude? It was the only epithet he had used 
in connexion with the gentleman’s name; and, as 
the gentleman had remarked, he thought it per- 
fecily legitimate. The observations addressed to 
the House a few days ago, by that gentleman, in 
reply to his (Mr. G.’s) colleague, who had con- 
4ended for bringing down the expenditures of the 
Government to the national receipts, were intended 
to reflect upon the State of Mississippi for the posi- 
tion she had taken in relation to the Union Bank 
bonds. He (Mr. G.) thought that the gentleman’s 
doctrine of private repudiation, by ex post facto 
laws, was more odious than what was charged 
upon Mississippi, if the charge were’ true; and he 
used the expression that, like the rattlesnake, he 
had sunk his fangs into his own politically-corrupt 
body, instead of wounding his colleague. Did the 
gentleman from New York object to this expres- 
sion, in this connexion? 

Mr. G. said that he would not trespass on the 
courtesy of the* gentleman from Maryland, who 
had yielded him the floor, so long as to go intoan 
argument to disprove all the positions taken by the 
gentleman from New York in regard to the Union 
Bank bonds—not one of which was tenable—which 
held the State liable for these bonds. He was pre- 
pared to show te the satisfaction of every impartial 
man, here or elsewhere, that there was neither le- 
gal nor constitutional liability on the State to pay 
these bonds; and he was willing to abide the de- 
cision of the country as to whether a moral obli- 
gation rested, where there was none constitational- 

“ly or legally. He would remark, that the Legis- 
lature that chartered this bank had been character- 
ized as a hard-money Legislature by the gentleman 
from New York; but he omitted to state that near- 
ly every Whig in & voted for the bank and supple- 
ment—that the Whig party in the Legislature of 
that State went almost en masse for all the bank 
charters that had been passed; and that party 
bad the management of all the banks after they 
went into operation, and had led them to bankrupt- 


































































cy ; as the same y had the United States, j,; 
short rule since the ath of March, 184), 
The subject then went over, Mr. W. C, Jon 
having the floor for the morning hour on Monday 


WEST FLORIDA. 


Mr. LEVY called for the special order oy , 
day, being a bill for the relief of inhabitants 
West Florida; which was taken up, . 
LEVY entered into some explanatory state 
respecting the position which the question had 4. 
sumed. 

r. ADAMS also explained. 

r. LEVY then addressed the House at Jeno: 
in reply to the remarks of the gentleman from 
sachusetts, (Mr. Apams,] and in favor of the in, 
tice of the claim. 
























Mr. ADAMS addressed the House in reply the ba 
Mr. Levy, and concluded with moving to lay Mageneral Ji 
bill on the table. reaps in 

Mr. LEVY said he was very desirous to say Amin the bao 
few words in reply to the gentleman from j neces: 







chusetts, and for that purpose entreated him , 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. ADAMS did not do £0, but called for; 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and the m 
tion to lay on the table was negatived—yegs 
nays 77. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on te 
table. 

The question recurring upon the motion to 
commit the bill, 
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Mr. S. J. ANDREWS moved the previougimmumber in 
question; which was seconded, and the mainimmol a high 
question ordered to be now put. The effect of thisgumexisting t 





motion was to bring the House to a direct vote yp 
on the passage of the bill. 

On taking the question, the result was the p 
jection of the bill by a vote of ayes 36, to noes 1] 
_ Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland obtained the 
floor; but, 


Mr. LEVY said he rose to a privileged question 
He moved a reconsideration of the vote by whieh 
the bill had been rejected. 


The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order 
as coming from a Delegate, who had no vote, and 
therefore could not have voted with the majority 
which circumstance alone entitled a gentleman 
move a reconsideration. 

Mr. WELLER said that, in order to enable th 
Delegate to get in his remarks, he would himse| 
move a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 

Mr. LEVY then took the floor, and, after some 
interruption, caused by questions of order and 
motiens to adjourn, addressed the House in con 
tinuation of the remarks made by him to-day, and 
the conclusion of which was prevented by the ex 
piration of his hour. 

Mr. LEVY concluded by moving the previou 
question. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to lay the motion 0 
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the table, and it was carried. a 
Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS offered the following. ae 
resolution, which was considered and adopted: a - 





Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs — nd 
report to this House what amount of expenditure has been it 
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properly charged to the appropriation of July, 1836, and whifmmbe Com 
amount of expenditure has been improperly charged te the ap- Mr. | 
propriation of 1838—which appropriations were for carryieg) mP 

into effect the Cherokee treaty of 1835-6; and of n Fen! 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers. loubdt o 
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Several resolutions of inquiry were then p 
sented and adopted, and 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 13, 1843. 






















Mr. BARROW presented a memorial numerou bat Si 
ly signed by practical engineers, and 2,000 citizensiiny o¢ . 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, complaining of the operations ¢ Stat 
the steamboat law of 1838, and pointing out its ¢ Fina 


fects as regards the mode of inspecting and testi 
steamboat boilers. Mr. B.said the memorial 

drawn up with great ability, and pointed out the 
defects of that law in a clear and satisfactory @ 
ner. He said the subject was then before the oiber 
House; and the motion he would submit in relatiot 
to the memorial there would have been differe 
if he did not know that the subject was before! 
other branch of Congress. He then moved tha 
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jal be referred to the Committee on 
ont and be printed. Agreed to. 

GRAHAM presented joint resolutions adopt- 
by the Legislature of North Carolina, declara- 
‘a of ihe right of that body to instruct the Sena- 
from that State in the Congress of the United 
sates; denying the right of Congress to tax or togive 

ion 10 any particular interest; declaring that 
iariff law passed at the last session of Congress 

s upjast, onequal, oppressively burdensome on 
| other branches of industry, for the purpose 

giving protection to the manufacturing 
wrest, and, as such, was® unconstitutional, 
4d dangerous to public liberty; and recommending 
at it be modified and brought down to 
revenue standard; and resolutions disapproving 

‘the bankrupt law; in favor of refunding to 
seneral Jackson the fine imposed on him at New 
yrieans in 1815; and affirming that the veto power, 
, the hands of the Executive, was a conservative 

i necessary power, and should not be destroyed; 

jinstructing the Senators, and requesting the 
roresentatives from that State, to urge the adop- 
ion of the principles of those resolutions. The 

lutions were read, and ordered to be printed. 
mr. G. also presented a petition from Samuel 
Mabron, late a captain in the United States army, 

ying for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from cer- 
ain citizens of Maine, asking that the fishing and 
ymber interests may be proteeted by the Jaying 
of ahigher rate of duties than was imposed by the 
xisting tariff: referred to the Commitiee on Man- 
pfactures. 

Mr. STURGEON presented joint resolutions 
dopted by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in- 
tracting the Senators, and requesting the Repre- 
ntatives from that State, to use their influence to 
procure the passage of a law to refund to General 
ackson the fine imposed on him by Jadge Hall 
of New Orleans, in 1818. Mr. S. expressed much 

tification at the action of the Legislature of his 
Sate upon this subject. The resolutions were read, 
ad ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memoria! from the 
Boston Marine Scciety, praying the adoption of 
peasures for preventing further injury to the har- 
bor of Boston from the washings of the islands in 
he mouth of that harbor: referred to the Commit- 

on Commerce. 

Mr.C. also presented a memorial from A. B. 
Quinby, on the subject of his invention for the pre- 
ention of explosion of steam-boilers, and praying 
batthe experiments authorized to test the inven- 
jons for that object may be made at Washington, 
nsiead of New York: referred to the Committee 
mn Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
number of merchants of Philadelphia engaged in 
he importation of goods from Germany, praying 
hat, whilst Congress is fixing the currency value of 
b¢ British pound sterling, they will at the 
me time establish by law the current value of 
Herman coin On the same principles: referred to 
be Commitiee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from West- 
mm Pennsylvania, representing (and there was no 
loubt of the fact) that Peansylvania was much 
mbarrassed by her exertions in the cause of in- 
tal improvements; and, for the purpose of re- 


pieving her, recommending an issue of stock by 


he United Siates, based on the credit of the public 
nds, and secured by the faith of the United States. 
Also, a memorial from Pennsylvania generally, 
id one from citizens residing in Chester county in 
hat Sta'e, recommending the issue of $200,000,- 
WN0 of stock by the United States, for the relief of 
States; which were referred to the Committee 
Finance. 
Also, presented a memorial from citizens of the 
ly and county of Philadelpbia, asking that Mr. 
hdall may be restored to his personal liberty, 
id that he may be also remunerated for the Joss 
Hume and expenses incurred in defending him- 
against the suit which terminated in a verdict 
t damages, in his individual capacity, for a 
ibful discharge of his official duttes as Postmas- 
« General: referred to the Commiitee on Claims. 
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Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of citizens residing on the line of the Camber- 
land road, ia Ohio, remonstrating against the pro- 
posed change in the route of that road: referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, presented a petition from Eliza Rose, widow 
of Jacob Rose, a soldier of the Revolution, fora 
pension: referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from Wil- 
liam Williams, captain in the fevolutionary army 
of the United States, for commutation: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from Mont- 
pelier, Jefferson county, Ohio, praying for the re- 
— of the bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from 283 citi- 
zens of Lake county, Illinois, and Racine county, 
Wisconsin Territory, praying the establishment of 
a mail route from Libertyville, in Lake county, Il- 
linois, by way of F. F. Manson’s and D. C. Buar- 
gess’s, to Burlington, in Racine county, Wisconsin 
Territory; which, together with the accompanying 
diagram, and the letter of W. F. Shepard, E. J. 
Simmons, and F. &. Munson, was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition numerously 
signed by inhabitants of the town of Salem, in 
Wayne county, New York, asking Congress to in- 
terfere in the case of Mr. Kendall, and to restore 
him to personal liberty: referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. KERR presented a memorial from citizens 
of Prince George’s county, Maryland, praying Con- 
gress to purchase and make free one of the bridges 
across the eastern branch of the Potomac: referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. KERR pregented some additional gvidence 
in support of the claim of Charles Dawkins. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial from 
sachems and counsellors of the Stockbridge tribe 
of Indians, residing in Wisconsin, praying for in- 
demnity for a large sum of money which was ex- 
pended in endeavoring to protect their rights be- 
fore the Government of the United States: referred 
io the Judiciary Committee, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. McROBERTS presente! a petition from 
William Maxwell of Illinois, asking Congress to 
pass a law directing a tract of land adjoining his 
farm, belonging to the United States, to be sold— 
no survey of it having been yet made: referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files of the Senate 
the petition and papers of Charles Larabee for a 

nsion. 

The PRESIDENT pro fem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Depa:tment, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 9th instant, copies of General Jack- 
son’s letter to that department, dated Nashville in 
1815, and copies of papers transmitted by General 
Jackson, signed by certain general officers, justi- 
fying the declaration of martial law at New Or- 
leans: laid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, Which lies one day on the table, under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the commission, 
or letter of instruction, which may have been given to 
Daniel Webster, esq., Secretary of State, to treat with Lord 
Ashburton, late special minister from Great Britain to the 
United States. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they do pass, House bills 
of the fellowing titles: 

An act for the relief of George A. Winslow; 

An act for the relief of Charles Waldron; and 

An act for the relief of John R. Chandler, 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on Pablic 
Buildings, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
for the relief of John Skirving. 

Mr. KERR, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported, without amendment, the 
bill from the House entitled “An act to provide, in 
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certain cases, for the sale of the real estate of in- 
fants within tHe District of Columbia.” 

ee eenreen from the Committee on Na- 
va airs, reported adversely to the passage of 
House bill 672. - 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported back, without amendment, and 
adversely to its passage, House bill entitled “Anact 
for the relief of .W. Barry, widow and administra- 
trix of Thomas Barry.” The report was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported back, without amendment, the 
bill from the House for the relief of John Randolph 
Clay, late secretary of legation of the United 
States to the court of Vienna. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
took up, asin committee of the whole, the joint 
resolution ‘directing the transfer of the stock held 
by the United States in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, to the cities of Alexandria, Georgetown, and 
Washington, on certain conditions. 

Mr. MERRICK moved several verbal amend- 
ments, which were agreed to. 

The resolution was then reporied to the Senate; 
and, the amendments having been concurred in, 

Mr. KING remarked that he had rot had time 
to examine the amendments which had been made 
to the fesolution. He desired, therefore, an oppor- 
tunity to do so. 


Mr. MERRICK said that opportunity would be 
afforded after the resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed, if the Senator should find anything objec- 
tionable in it. 

The resolution was then reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. DAYTON introduced a bill authorizing the 
settlement of the accounts of William N. . 
(name not heard;) which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. YOUNG rose and gave nofice that he 
would, on to-morrow, ask the Senate to postpone 
all the previous orders of the day, for the purpose 
of taking up the bankrupt law. He did this, 
agreeably to the resolutions of the Legislature of 
his State in favor of the repeal of that law. Sen- 
ators would all agree that the session was rapidly 
passing away; and if action was not had speedily 
on the subject, the law could not be repealed at 
all. 


Mr. BERRIEN thought the Senate could hardly 
proceed to the consideration of a bill of such mag- 
nitade upon so short a notice. It was his pur- 
pose to ask the Senate te fix upon some day suffi- 
ciently distant to enable gentlemen to come pre- 
pared to entertain the subject calmly, considerately, 
and understandingly. 


Mr. YOUNG observed that great solicitude was 
felt by many of the States, and by the community 
at large, that the subject should be acted upon this 
session. He hoped the Senator from Georgia 
would now call upon the Senate to fix a day, or 
name it himself. 


Mr. BERRIEN said that, in the course of the . 
present day, or to-morrow, he would call upon the 
Senate to fix a day. 

Mr. YOUNG said he was content with the Sen- 
ator’s declaration to that effect. 


Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that be had in- 
tended this morning to speak privately to the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, [Mr. Ber: 
RIEN,] with a view of pointing out to him the 
impatience felt throughout the country on the sub- 
ject. There was not a day that he did not receive 
letters of pressing inquiry—all anxious to have the 
matter settled before itis too late to expect the 
action of Congress this session. Could not the 
Senator now name the day—Thorsday, Friday, or 
Saturday—or even Monday? Leta day be fix- 
ed, and let the bill be disposed of. For his part, he did 
aot see why it might not be to-morrow, for he was 
certain every one had made up his mind already. 

Mr. BERRIEN would prefer the matter to be 
left as agreed upon between himself and the Sen- 
ator from Illinois. : 









RETRENCHMENT, ECONOMY, AND GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 

The resolations introdaced on Tuesday last by 
Mri MoeDorrig, on the propriety of adopting meas- 
ures to revive commerce, replenish the impov- 
erished exehequer, and to arrest the accumulation 
of pablic debt, by reducing the tariff of the last ses- 
sion/!c 4 revenue standard, and by practising a ri- 
gid system of retrenchment, economy, and account- 
ability, came up for consideration. 

Mr. McDUFFIE addressed the Senate for 
about two hours, tracing the condition of the coun- 
try to its true foundation, and pointing out the ne- 
cessity of retracing those steps by which the Gov- 
ernment had been led astray, throuch unwise and 
improvident legislation. Mr. McD.’s speech (of 
which a full report is in preparation) was distin- 
guished for its eloquence and comprehensive range 
of policy. He took a bold and uncompromising 
stand upon the three main propositions of bis resolu- 
tions: that the present distress of the country was 

a due to the system which Lad overflowed the treasu- 
ry at the expense of commerce, and bad superin- 
duced a state of things which necessarily led to an 
inflated currency, enormous expansions of the cur- 
rency, extended credits, wild specuiations, disas- 
trous disappointment, and, in time, consequent 
bank contractions, revulsions, prostration, and ruin. 
Either in perfect ignorance of, or wilfully blind to, 
au the true sources of the evils which exist, a tariff bill 
had been passed last session, the sure effects of 
which have been the decaying and crippled state of 

commerce, which rendered it utterly incapable of 

: longer sustaining the Government. 

% & ith an impoverished and exhausted treasury, 
sf and a national debt rapidly accumulating, the Gov- 
i ernment had adopted the suicidal policy of putting 
Yd shackles on that commerce which had been its sole 
ee. ao for the fifty years of iis existence, had car- 
ried the country triamphanily throughtwo exhausi- 
a ing wars, had subsequently pail off an enermous 
i national debt, and then been forced to swell the 
public coffers to repletion. It was absurd to hope 
for any relief for the present condition of the coun- 
try from attempis to reguiaie the currency and ex- 
Oy. changes. These were things which would best reg- 
i ulate themselves, by being left to work out their 
ae own cure. Gentlemen, to relieve the country, 
Hees must retrace their steps, and remove from com- 
merce the shackles they bad so unwisely and im- 
providently imposed upon it; they must revise 
aheir tariff law, and bring down duties to a reve- 
nue standard; they must abandon their narrow- 
sighted policy of protecting special interests, at the 
expense of other interests of incaleulably more im- 
portance; and they must economize and retrench 
the expenditures of the Government. 

On each of these points Mr. McD. expatiated 

Be! with great eloquence and ability; sustaining his 
views by arguments no less cogent and statesman- 
like than original. 

On the suggestion by Mr. EVANS, the resola- 
tions were passed over informally till to-morrow. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, the previous orders 
offthe day were postponed, and the Senate took up, 
as in committee of the whole, the bill entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to issue to the heirs of John Campbell a patent for 
the remainder of a private land claim at Prairie du 
Chien, in the Territory of Wisconsin.” 

There being no amendment proposed, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
gt for a third reading. 

Mr. KERR, from the Judiciary Committee, re- 

back, without amendment,’ and with a ree- 
ommendation that it do pass, the bill entitled “‘An act 
for the relief of Gorham A. Worth, one of the 
sureties of Samuel Edmunds, deceased.” 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the pre- 
vious orders of the day were postponed, and the 
Senate took up for consideration as in committee 
of the whole, Hovse bill entitled “An act to au- 
thorize the enio}ment or register of the brig Nueva 

/Grenada.” There being no amendment proposed, 
the bill was reported to the Senate, and, according to 
onder, read the third time, and passed. 

On. motion by Mr. MERRICK, Franklin Whit- 
neg had leave io withdraw his petition and papers 

from the files of the Senate. 
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On motion by Mr. ARCHER, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate the peti- 
tion and papers of William Evans. 

On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the Senate took up, as in 
committee of the whole, the bill from tbe House 
for the relief of W. W.. Street; which was consid- 
ered, reported tothe Senate, read the third time, 
and passed. 

The joint resolution for the distribution of cer- 
tain copies of the Census returns, and Compendium 
of the Sixth Census, was taken up asin committee 
of the whole; and, after a few remarks by Messrs. 
HENDERSON and KING in opposition to its 
passage, and by Mr. TAPPAN in its favor, it was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the Senate took up, as in 
committee of the whole, the Senate bill to grant a 
tract of land to Villeneuve LeBlanc, in considera- 
tion of the benefit derived to the public lands from 
bis services to damming up the mouth of False 
river. 

Mr. BARROW and Mr. HENDBRSON de- 
fended the bill, on the ground of services rendered 
to the United States. They stated that the exer- 
tions of this individual had reclaimed to the United 
States nearly 500,000 acres of land; and that, not- 
withstanding bis exertions were to benefit his own 
property, by dammingthis river, and that he had no 
legal claims against the United States, yet they 
thought it but just that he should be remunerated 
with 1,000 acres of the land reclaimed, for his 
trouble and great expense in making the dam 
which had reclaimed it. 

Messrs. CALHOUN and KING opposed the 
passage of the bill, on the ground that there was no 
legal q4aim; that the individua’ had performed the 
work for his own private benefit, without the au- 
thority of the Uniied States—without regard to the 
benefit or injury to its property; and the principle 
involved was a new and dangerous one. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, and rejected, 


on yeas and nays—yeas 11, nays 19. 
On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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vania, asking for the distribution of $200,000,000 
national stock. 
Also; the petition of J. C.Slemmer, J. R. Weeks, 


and 35 others, cilizens of Pottstown, Montgomery 


county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to restore 


to Amos Kendall his personal liberty, and remo- 


nerate him for the loss sustained by severe] suits 


recently brought against him. 


Mr. CHARLES A. FLOYD presented a peti- 


tion that Greenport, in the county of Suffolk, New 
York, be made a port of entry. 


Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented the petition 


of James B. Estis, of Iowa county, Territory of 
Wisconsin, asking Congress for remuneration for 


property destroyed and services rendered the United 
States during the war with the Sac Indians, in the 
year 1832, 


Mr. BURKE presented the petitions of Susanna 
Vinton, Polly Chase, Elizabeth Hall, Submit 
Roberts, Isabel Bugbee, Mary Wood, Marcy 
Bemis, and Lydia Sanders, praying to be placed on 
the roll of revolutionary pensioners: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. — 

Mr. HASTINGS presented the memorial of 103 
farmers of Columbiana county, Ohio, asking Con- 
gress to equalize the tariff, and in just reference to 
their staples of wool and hides. 

Also, the memorial of 63 farmers of Carroll 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of 35 farmers of Columbiana 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL presented the 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, in favor of refunding to General Jackson 
| the fine imposed on him by Jadgé Hall in 1815; 


Mr. FORNANCE presented the petition of Goo. 
Richards, William Vangezer, and 19 others, citi- 
zens of Pottstown, Montgomery county, Pennsy!l- 















which were laid on the table, and ordereq 
printed. - 

Mr. MOORE rose and said he was 
move a resolution, which he hoped would meet 
the concurrence of his brother Whigs of the 1, 
It was, that the House resolve itself into ¢, 
tee of the Whole, for the purpose of Proceed: 
with the resolution on the subject of General Jag) 
son’s fine. , 

Mr. READ rose toa yee of order, 
23d rule, this was one o 
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reception of resolutions from the severaj saad to tl 
without debate; anid he called upon the Speaker lok the 6! 
enforce that rule. He had business of im ‘uy of & 
belonging to his State, which he had for a long iindlyviity i 
been waiting in vain to present. , He denied 

Mr. CUSHING asked if this was not the day gllliemed bY 
signed for the consideration of: the bill on the s ind the 
ject of commercial treaties, introduced by the ge ed to 





tleman from Maryland, (Mr. Kewnepy.] 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman fy 
Pennsyivania that he was right in the consiryes; 
he had given to the rule; but the bill reported by 
gentleman from Maryland had been made the my 
cial order for tc-day, and could not be set aside } 
by general consent. 

M:. READ appealed from the decision of 
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: , James 
Chair. He made this appeal for the purpose of pedlmmnd to det 
ing heard once in the course of the session, Fj ntof t 





had not, since he had been here, been able toget 
floor for five minutes. 

The SPEAKER said that the appeal wasn 
debatable, and pat the question to the House; whi 
was decided by sustaining the decision. 

Mr. HOPKINS hoped that, by general consey 
the House would, before proceeding to the regn) 
order, take up and refer the bills from the § 
which being agreed to, the following were seve 
read twice, and referred to appropriate committee 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Willi 
Fisher. 

The bill to prevent the employment of priv 
expresses on the mail routes, and for the preventio 
of frauds on the Post Office; and 

The bill in relation to the two per cent. fund, 
the State of Mississippi. 

DOMESTIC HEMP. 

The joint resolution of the House, with ch the 
amendments cf the Senate thereto, to establish agengame would 
cies for the purchase of American water-roite 
hemp, was taken up; the question being on th 
‘amendments of the Senate. 

The amendments being read, Mr. SMITH ¢ 
Virginia moved to lay the resolution and amen 
ments on the table; which motion was decided i 
the negative—yeas 62, nays 136. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS moved the previo 
question, and it was sustained by the House; 
the amendments of the Senate were concurred in 


COMET AND ENCOMIUM. 

The House then took up the bill for the relief 
Wiliam Selden, Treasurer of the United § 
on the question of concurring in the amendment 
the Senate. This bill was originally entitled“ 
bill for the relief of claimants to indemnities 
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ceived from the British Government for the lossof pe 
slaves from on board the Comet and Encomium com 
Nassau, Bahamas.” ibe 





Mr. STANLY moved the previous questio 
which was sustained; a motion to lay the bill 
the table was negatived, and the Senate’s 
ment was concurred in. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved a reconsideration of the 














vote by which the amendment was concurred in,gmpact th 
for the purpose of offering some observations there-gmpoiisbe 
on. _He then proceeded with some remarks in ¢ the 
position to the bill. cial @ 
Mr. GIDDINGS’S hour having expired— whie 

r. CUSHING observed that the gentlemangmpulf o 

rom Ohio, in the course of his remarks on ¢ the 

bill, had made allusion to himself, among olberygma G 
when speaking of the resolution in consequence ommpverni 
which the vote casting censure on him was pastijgmp Woli 
and he had not only travelled out of the issve W fo 


volved in it, but, throughout the whole of his 
marks, had indulged in that exaggeration of langgppecte 
guage which was to be anticipated from a pt 0 
whose mind was governed by this one idea, 
was, therefore, incapable of entering into the ¢ 





h 
on th 


TH 0 


sided i 


TeVvi0 
se; 
rred in 


relief ¢ 


ment ‘ 
tled “ 
ities 


s of the question befure the House. What 
«tbat question? AA bill had passed this House 
abe purpose of paying to certain citizens of the 
od Sigies a sum of money, lying in the treasury, 

s gbied they were justly entitled. That bill having 
edin the Senate, came back to the 
“ose in the ordinary course of business; andhav- 
in like manner, been referred to the Commit- 
‘of Ways and Means, it was reported back, as 
ded, to the House. Exception was then 
‘eed to the bill by the gentleman from Ohio, who 
sok the ground, that whoever voted for it would be 
ofa violation of the Constitution, and of 
ijty in submilting to the dictation of the South. 
ne denied the correctness of the ground thus as- 
od by the gentleman from Ohio. If they went 
ind the bill, what was the state of the case pre- 
wd to them? Certain citizens of the United 
sies complained that injury had been done them 
sforeign Government. What happened next? 
Executive, under that complaint, proceeded 
do what had been done in all cases where 
1 citizens had complained of wrongs done 
m by a foreign Government, and ordered the 
sister of the United States at the court of 
James to lay the complaint before that court, 
iio demand redress. Upon receiving a state- 
tof the case from our minister, the British 
bovernment admitied that our citizens had been 
jured, and that they were entitled to redress; and, 
sefore, without the formality of a treaty, but 
pon the admission of the manifest wrong that was 
one, they paid the amount of indemnity into our 
. These were the incontestable facts of 
case. The British Government having thus 


id the indemnity into the treasury of the United ° 


tes, this bill proposed to divide it among the 
imants. Now what did the gentleman from 
bio (Mr. Gippinas] propose? That we shall 
ow this money back to the British Government? 
id the gentleman propose that this Government 
ould be guilty of a breach of trust, and embezzle 
money thus placed in itshands? He assumed 
ul, if the United States conipleted the faithful ex- 
ution of the trust thus reposed in them, by pay- 
g this money over to the complainants, and for 
ich the Government is responsible in honor, that 
would be a fraud. Now he, (Mr. C.,) on the 
rary, contended that it would amount to a 


ud or embezzlement, if the Government refused. 


pay itover. But the gentieman frem Ohio said 
at (he original assertion of the claim for indemni- 
was in violation of the Constitution; that the Ex- 
livehad no right to‘make this claim on the 
itish Government, and therefore the bill ought 
to pass. He denied the consequence. If the 
itish Government paid this money into the treas- 
of the United States, without having the power 
enforce the demand, still it was its duly to pay it 
er io those entitied to it. 
The objections of the gentleman from Ohio to 
is bill were two; and consisted, first, in the asser- 
m of that gentleman that there could be no prop- 
ty of person in person by the laws of nature; that 
persons in the jiberation of whom the injery 
committed, were not slaves, but freemen; and 
iherefore, money should not be paid for them. 
ow, upon the question of property, the gentleman 
Sarguing not what was law—not what was mu- 
pal law, or the laws of nations; but what 
ould, in bis abstract notions, be law. They had, 
Wever, nothing to do with the gentleman’s ab- 
act theories, but were dealing with fixed and es- 
lished laws, and their duties under them. Here 
the case of certain slaves set free by the pro- 
heial authorities of the island of New Providence; 
which the Government of the United States, in 
half of its citizens, demanded indemni'y. What 
i the British Government say to that demand? 
at Government was at the time an abolition 
veroment, ruled by an abolition ministry, with 
tdolition Parliament, which bad recently enacted 
tw for the abolition of slavery in the British col- 
» It would, therefore, naturally have been 
ected that the answer would have been in ac- 
with the views of the gentleman from 
. The answer. did not come from an anti- 
oition Government; it did not*come from one 
our Southern States, where slavery is recog- 
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mised asa partof their institutions; but it came 
from an abolition Government with an abolition 
ministry, and at the highest possible period of ab- 
olition excitement. What was that answer? It 
was, so far as the Comet and Encomium were 
concerned, that the authoritics of Nassau had 
committed a violation, not only of manici- 
pal law, but of the laws of nations; and 
that they would treat the claimants to indem- 
nity in the same way that they treated the 
owners of slaves in the island of New Providence 
when they abolished slavery in it, viz: if the bond 
between master and slave was to be abolished, the 
consideration was to be paid by the Government. 
Upon this principle, the money was paid over by 
the British Government toours. There was a per- 
fect answer tothe argument of the gentleman from 
Ohio. While they made this answer in relation to 
the slaves that were liberated from the Eacomium 
and Comet, they came toa different decision in 
regard to those slaves who were on board the En- 
terprise. In the latter case, they decided that, as 
the act of Parliament emancipating the slaves in 
the British‘islands was passed prior to the libera- 
tion of the slaves in the vessel last named, they 
would not pay for them. 

He then proceeded to notice the tendency of the 
arguments of the gentleman from Ohio, at some 
length; and to protest and remonstrate against them, 
as incompatible with the union of these States; 
and concluded by stating that he should vote against 
he reconsideratien. 

Mr. ARNOLD said this was not a proper time 
to enter on this discussion; and he therefore moved 
to lay the question of reconsideration on the table. 

Mr. STANLY entreated the gentleman from 
Tennessee to withdraw it, to permit him to make 
a few observation# which being assented «o, he 
entered into some explanation. 

Mr. WELLER also made an explanatory state- 
ment, mainly in reply to an observation which had 
been made by his colleague, [Mr. GippiNas, ] to the 
effect, that he was cut off from a defence of him- 
self, when the resolutions of censure were passed 
at the last session, by the previous question being 
moved by, his colleague, (bimself.) Now, he 
(Mr. WELLER) appealed to the recollection of the 
House, whether he did not offer to withdraw the 
motion for the previous question, if his colleague 
would say that he wished to be heard in his de- 
fenee. 

After a few words from Messrs. WISE, 
ADAMS, GIDDINGS, ARNOLD, and BRIGGS, 

The motion to reconsider was laid upon the ta- 

ble, by a vote of yeas 140, to nays 38, as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, L. W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Black, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Malton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Cary, Casey, Childs, John C. Clark, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Cranston, Crawford, Cusliing, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John 
Edwards, John C. Edwards, Ferris, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Gerry, William O. Goode, Gorden, Graham, Green, 
Gustine, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John P, Ken- 
nedy, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClel- 
lan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Parmen- 
ter, Partridge, Payne, Pendleton, Piumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, 
Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rodney, Rogers, Sanford, 
Saunders, Sewell, Shepperd, William Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Stanly, Steenrod, John T. Buart, Sweney, Taliaferro, Rich 
ard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Turney, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Weller, West- 
brook, Edward D. White, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Wood, 
and John Young—140. s 

NAYS—Measrs. Adams, 8. J. Andrews, Baker, Birdseye, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Calhoun, Chittenden, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cravens, Fessenden, Giddings, 
Granger, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Hudson, Linn, McKennan, Mat- 
tocks, Morgan, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ridgway, Wil- 
liam Russell, James M. Russell, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stokely, Van Rensselaer, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, 
and Augustus Young—38. 


PERSONAL PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he rose to a privileged 
question. He preceeded to state his grievance to 
the House; but the first part uf his remarks were 
imperfectly heard, owing to the gathering of mem- 
bers in that part of theball. He was understood 
to say, that as he was standing in the aisle this 
morning, Mr. Dawson of Louisiana came by him 
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and pushed him aside. Thereupon, he turned 
round to Mr. Dawson, and asked him if he meéat 
to insult him; to whieh Mr. D. replied, “Yes, sir.” 
Now, he wished to raise the question, whether a 
member was free to insult another for remarks 
made in the House, in the execcise of his privileges 
as a member anda freeman. He had no fears 
of his person, but the House might protect its own 
dignity; and he laid the fact before it, for such ac- 
tion as it might see fit to make. 

The SPEAKER obxerved that he bad witnessed 
no such occurrence as that related by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Gipp1Nes,} or he should have 
preserved the order of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he did not intend to cast 
any reflection on the Speaker. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON rose and said he 
wished-the House and the country to take notice 
that this matter was brought up here by the mem- 
ber from Ohio, [Mr. Gippines,] in the absence of 
Gen. Dawson. 

Several members: Let the matter drop. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and called for the read- 
ing ef that part of the manual, or rules appointed 
for the government of the House, which related 
to the persohal privileges of members. He 
wished gentlemen to understand their rights on that 
floor. 

Mr. TURNEY rose to a question of order. 

Mr. WISE said he would remark, in perfect 
good temper, that he had no doubt the gentleman 
from Louisiana [Mr. Dawson] was passing up the 
aisle, when he found the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Gippines] in his way. The aisles, as gentle- 
men knew, were very narrow; and nothing was 
more common than for members to gently push each 
other aside, in order to pass along. Bat for the 
fact that the gentleman from Ohio turned round to 
the gentleman from Louisiana, and peremptorily 
asked him whether he meant to insult him, he (Mr. 
W.) had no doubt that nothing would have hap- 
pened. He had no feeling whatever against the 
gentleman from Ohio, and he did not believe that 
there was a more gentlemanly man in the House 
than the gentleman from Louisiana. Nobody 
would have heard of the occurrence between the 
two gentlemen, had not the gentleman from Ohio 
brought it to the notice of the House. He suggest- 
ed to the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cat- 
HOUN] not to insist on his cal] for the reading of the 
manual, and that the matter be permitted to pass 
by in good feeling. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he had no desire to orcu- 
py the time of the Heuse. He disclaimed any 
personal feeling or anxiety about the matter. 

Mr. CALHOUN insisted on the reading of 
the manual on the subject of the privilege of 
members. 

Mr. MOORE rose to make a statement of what 
had occurred, according to his observation. His 
colleague, when the occurrence related by the gen- 
tieman from Obio happened, was in the best possi- 
ble humor, and, he was sure, intended no insult in 
pushing the gentleman from Ohio aside, in order to 
pass along the narrow aisle. 

Mr. MALLORY also stated to the House his 
recollection of what occurred. The gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. Dawson] was coming down the 
aisle. He (Mr. M.) saw the gentleman from Lou- 
isiasa touch the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gip- 
DINGs,] bul not so as to move him. He was satis- 
fied that the gentleman from Louisiana was going 
along abovt his business in a good humor, an 
would not have made a rude reply to thegentleman 
from Ohio, had not that gentleman extorted it from 
him by his question. 

Mr. WISE said the gentleman from Lovisiana 
gave the gentleman from Ohio the gentlest push 
imaginable. 

Mr. ADAMS. I take it, Mr. Speaker, that it 
Was notan attempt to cut his throat from ear to ear. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he bad no personal wishes 
in this matter. He would not have said what he 
cid, bad not the gentleman from Louisiana an- 
swered that he intended to insult him. 

Mr. WISE. But the gentleman from Louisiana 
did not say so until the gentleman from Ohio ex- 
torted the declaration from bim. 

Here the maiter dropped. 
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ERNMENT RESOURCES. 


The resolations introduced on Tuesday last by 
Mri MeDorrix, on the propriety of adopting meas- 
ures to revive commerce, replenish the impov- 
erished exehequer, and to arrest the accumulation 
of pablic debt, by reducing the tariff of the last ses- 
sion to @ revenue standard, and by practising a ri- 
gid eystem of retrenchment, economy, and account- 
ability, came up for consideration. 

Mr. McDUFFIE addressed the Senate for 
about two hours, tracing the condition of the coua- 
try to its true foundation, and pointing out the ne- 
cessity of retracing those steps by which the Gov- 
ernment bad been led astray, throuch unwise and 
improvident legislation. Mr. McD.’s speech (of 
which a fall report is in preparation) was distin- 
guisted for its eloquence and comprehensive range 
of policy. He took a bold and uncompromising 
stand upon the three main propositions of bis resolu- 
tions: that the present distress of the coantry was 
due to the system which had overflowed the treasu- 
ry at the expense of commerce, and bad superin- 
duced a state of things which necessarily led to an 
inflated currency, enormous expansions of the cur- 
tency, extended credits, wild specuiations, disas- 
trous disappointment, and, in time, consequent 
bank contractions, revulsions, prostration, and ruin. 
Either in perfect ignorance of, or wilfully blind to, 
the true sources of the evils which exist, a tariff bill 
had been passed last session, the sure effects of 
which bave been the decaying and crippled state of 
commerce, which rendered it utterly incapable of 
longer sustaining the Government. 

ith an impoverished and exhausted treasury, 
and a national debt rapidly accumulating, the Gov- 
ernment had adopted the suicidal policy of putting 
shackles on that commerce which had been its sole 
support for the fifty years of iis existence, had car- 
ried the country triamphantly through two exhausi- 
ing wars, had subsequently pai! off an enermous 
national debt, and then been forced to swell the 
public coffers to repletion. It was absurd to hope 
for any relief for the present condition of the coun- 
try from attempts to regulaie the currency and ex- 
These were things which would best reg- 
ulate themselves, by being left to work out their 
own cure. Gentlemen, to relieve the country, 
must retrace their steps, and remove from com- 
merce the shackles they bad so unwisely and im- 
providently imposed upon it; they must revise 
aheir tariff law, and bring down duties to a reve- 
nue standard; they must abandon their narrow- 
sighted policy of protecting specia! interests, at the 
expense of other interests of incaleulably more im- 
portance; and they must economize and retrench 
the expenditures of the Government. 

On each of these points Mr. McD. expatiated 
with great eloquence and ability; sustaining his 
views by arguments no less cogent and statesman- 
like than original. 

On the suggestion by Mr. EVANS, the resola- 
tions were passed over informally till to-morrow. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, the previous orders 
offthe day were postponed, and the Senate took up, 
as in committee of the whole, the bill entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to issue to the heirs of John Campbell a patent for 
the remainder of a private land claim at Prairie du 
Chien, in the Territory of Wisconsin.” 

There being no amendment proposed, the bill 
was reported to the Sepate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. KERR, from the Judiciary Commitiee, re- 
ported back, without amendment,’ and with a ree- 
ommendation that it do pass, the billentitied “An act 
for the relief of Gorham A. Worth, one of the 
sureties of Samuel Edmunds, deceased.” 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the pre- 
vious. orders of the day were postponed, and the 
Senate took up for consideration as in committee 
of the whole, Hovse bill entitled “An act to au- 
thorize the enio!ment or register of the brig Nueva 


-Grenada.” There being no amendment proposed, 


the bill was reporied to the Senate, and, according to 
order, read the third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, Franklin Whit- 
ney bad leave io withdraw his pelition and papers 
from the files of the Senate. 
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On motion by Mr. ARCHER, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate the peti- 
tion and papers of William Evans. 

On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the Senate took up, as in 
committee of the whole, the bill from the House 
for the relief of W. W. Street; which was consid- 
ered, reported tothe Senate, read the third time, 
and passed. 

The joint resolution for the distribution of cer- 
tain copies of the Census returns, and Compendium 
of the Sixth Census, was taken up asin committee 
of the whole; and, after a few remarks by Messrs. 
HENDERSON and KING in opposition to its 
passage, and by Mr. TAPPAN in its favor, it was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, the previous or- 
ders were pos!poned, and the Senate took up, as in 
committee of the whole, the Senate biil to grant a 
tract « 
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which were laid on the table, and ordereg 
printed. . 

Mr. MOORE rose and said he was abou: 
move a resolution, which he hoped would 
the concurrence of his brother Whigs of the H, 
It was, that the House resolve itself into Cop, 
tee of the Whole, for the purpose of progess: 
with the resolution on the subject of Genera} 
son’s fine. . 

Mr. READ rose to a question of order, 
234 rule, this was one of the days assigned - 
reception of resolutions from the several g, 
without debate; anid he called upon the Speaby 
enforce that rule. He had business of impo 
belonging to his State, which he had for a long tj ility 2 
been waiting in vain to present. 

Mr. CUSHING asked if this was not the 
signed for the consideration of the bill on the 
ject of commercial treaties, introduced by i 
tleman from Maryland, (Mr. Kennepy,j.: . 
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Mr. CHARLES A. FLOYD presented a peti- 
tion that Greenport, in the county of Suffolk, New 
York, be made a port of entry. 


Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented the petition 
of James B. Estis, of lowa county, Territory of 
Wisconsin, asking Congress for remuneration for 
property destroyed and services rendered the United 
States during the war with the Sac Indians, in the 
year 1832, 


Mr. BURKE presented the petitions of Susanna 
Vinton, Polly Chase, Elizabeth Hall, Submit 
Roberis, Isabel Bugbee, Mary Wood, Marcy 
Bemis, and Lydia Sanders, praying to be placed on 
ihe roll of revolutionary pensioners: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. — 

Mr. HASTINGS presented the memorial of 103 
farmers of Columbiana county, Ohio, asking Con- 
gress to equalize the tariff, and in just reference to 
their staples of wool and hides. 

Also, the memorial of 63 farmers of Carroll 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of 35 farmers of Columbiana 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL presented the 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, in favor of refunding to General Jackson 
the fine imposed on him by Jadge Hall in 1815; 



















are crivuse Uicu LWUK up mae UIT 
Witliam Selden, Treasurer of the United 
on the question of concurring in the amendme 
the Senate. This bill was originally entitled 
bill for the relief of claimants to indemnitiest 
ceived from the British Government for the los 
slaves from on board the Comet and Encomium 
Nassau, Bahamas.” 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous questi 
which was sustained; a motion to lay the bill 
the table was negatived, and the Senate’s 
ment was concurred in. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved a reconsideration of t 
vote by which the amendment was concurred 
for the purpose of offering some observations the 
on. He then proceeded with some remarks in 
position to the bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS’S hour having expired— 

r. CUSHING observed that the gentlent 
rom Ohio, in the course of his remarks on ¢ 
bill, had made allusion to himself, among ole? 
when speaking of the resolution in consequenc 
which the vote casting censure on him was p# 
and he had not only travelled out of the issve 
volved in it, but, throughout the whole of his 
marks, had indulged in that exaggeration of 
guage which was to be anticipated from a pr 
whose mind was governed by this one idea, 
was, therefore, incapable of entering into the 



















































is of the question befure the House. What 
‘tbat question? A bill had passed this House 
of paying to certain citizens of the 

od Sigies @ sum of money, lying in the treasury, 
‘hich they were justly entitled. ‘That bill having 
amended in the Senate, came back to the 
vase in the ordinary course of business; andhav- 
in like manner, been referred to the Commit- 
‘ Ways and Means, it was reported back, as 
ded, to the House. Exception was then 
4 to the bill by the gentleman from Ohio, who 
ik the ground, that whoever voted for it would be 
ofa violation of the Constitution, and of 
ility in submitting to the dictation of the South. 
denied the correctness of the ground thus as- 
d by the gentleman from Ohio. If they went 
ind the bill, what was the state of the case pre- 
sed io them? Certain citizens of the United 
ates ¢ ined that injury had heen done them 
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mpaneepemee——~ *-- 
® Objections of the gentleman from Ohio to 
bill were two; and consisted, first, in the asser- 
of that gentleman that there could be no prop- 
y of person in person by the laws of nature; that 
persons in the liberation of whom the injary 
scommitted, were not slaves, but freemen; and 
iherefore, money should nut be paid for them. 
¥, Upon the question of property, the gentleman 
S arguing not what was law—not what was mu- 
ipal law, or the laws of nations; but what 
id, in bis abstract notions, be law. They had, 
ever, nothing to do with the gentleman’s ab- 
cl theories, but were dealing with fixed and es- 
isbed laws, and their duties under them. Here 
the case of certain slaves set free by the pro- 
| authorities of the island of New Providence; 
which the Government of the United States, in 
f of its citizens, demanded indemni'y. What 
he British Government say to that demand? 
at Government was at the time an abolition 
bment, ruled by an abolition ministry, with 
adolition Parliament, which had recently enacted 
W for the abolition of slavery in the British col- 
» It would, therefore, naturally have been 
ted that the answer would have been in ac- 
with the views of the gentieman from 
» The answer.did not come from an anti- 
ition Government; it did not “come from one 
our Southern States, where slavery is recog- 
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nised asa partof their institutions; but it came 
from an abolition Government with an abolition 
ministry, and at the highest possible period of ab- 
olition excitement. What was that answer? It 
was, so far as the Comet and Encomivum were 
concerned, that the authoritics of Nassau had 
committed a violation, not only of manici- 
pal law, but of the laws of nations; and 
that they would treat the claimants to indem- 
nity in the same way that they treated the 
owners of slaves in the island of New Providence 
when they abolished slavery in it, viz: if the bond 
between master and slave was to be abolished, the 
consideration was to be paid by the Government. 
Upon this principle, the money was paid over by 
the British Government toours. There was a per- 
fect answer tothe argument of the gentleman from 
Ohio. While they made this answer in relation to 
the slaves that were liberated from the Enacomium 
nt decision in 

board the En- 

ecided that, as 

the slaves in 

to the libera- 

named, they 
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essrs. WISE, 
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id upon the ta- 
38, as follows: 


Arnold, Arrington, 
» Beeson, Bidiack, 
Brewster, Aaron 
Jeremiah Brown, 
iwell, Patrick C. 
Ee ae ‘ ; mpbeil, Thomas J, 
Canipbell, Cary, Casey, Childs, Jolin C. Clark, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Cranston, Crawford, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John 
Edwards, John C, Edwards, Ferris, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Gerry, William O. Goode, Gorden, Graham, Green, 
Gustine, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Nouck, Houston, 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClel- 
lan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Parmen- 
ter, Partridge, Payne, Pendleton, Piumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, 
Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rodney, Rogers, Sanford, 
Saunders, Sewell, Shepperd, William Smith, Snyder, Sprig 5 
Stanly, Steenrod, John T. Buart, Sweney, Taliaferro, ick 
ard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Turney, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Weller, West- 
brook, Edward D. White, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Wood, 
and John Young—140. : 
NAYS—Meassre. Adams, 8. J. Andrews, Baker, Birdseye, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Burnell, Calhoun, Chittenden, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cravens, Fessenden, Giddings, 
Granger, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Hudson, Linn, McKennan, Mat- 
tocks, Morgan, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ridgway, Wil- 
liam Russell, James M. Russell, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stokely, Van Rensselaer, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, 
and Augustus Young—38. 


PERSONAL PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he rose to a privileged 
question. He preceeded to state his grievance to 
the House; but the first part of his remarks were 
imperfectly heard, owing to the gathering of mem- 
bers in that part of thehall. He was understood 
to say, that as he was standing in the aisle this 
morning, Mr. Dawson of Louisiana came by him 


277 


and pushed him aside. Thereupon, he turned 
round to Mr. Dawson, and asked him if he meaat 
to insult him; to whieh Mr. D. replied, “Yes, sir. 
Now, he wished to raise the question, whether a 
member was free to insult another for remaris 
made in the House, in the exercise of his privileges 
as amember anda freeman. He had no fears 
of his person, but the House might protect its own 
dignity; and he laid the fact before it, for such ac- 
tion as it might see fit to make. 

The SPEAKER obverved that he bad witnessed 
no such occurrence as that related by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Gipp1Nnes,} or he should have 
preserved the order of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he did not intend to cast 
any reflection on the Speaker. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON rose and said he 
wished-the House and the country to take notice 
that this matter was brought up here by the mem- 
ber from Ohio, {Mr. GippinGs,] in the absence of 
Gen. Dawson. 

Several members: Let the matter drop. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and called for the read- 
ing ef that part of the manual, or rules appointed 
for the government of the House, which related 
to the persohal privileges of members. He 
wished gentlemen to understand their rights on that 
floor. 

Mr. TURNEY rose to a question of order. 

Mr. WISE said he would remark, in perfect 
good temper, that he had no doubt the gentleman 
from Louisiana [Mr. Dawson] was passing up the 
aisle, when he found the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Grippines} in his way. The aisles, as gentle- 
men knew, were very narrow; and nothing was 
more common than for members to gently push each 
other aside, in order to pass along. Bat for the 
fact that the gentleman from Ohio turned round to 
the gentleman from Louisiana, and peremptorily 
asked him whether he meant to insult him, he (Mr. 
W.) had no doubt that nothing would have hap- 
pened. He had no feeling whatever against the 
gentleman from Ohio, and he did not believe that 
there was a more gentlemanly man in the House 
than the gentleman from Louisiana. Nobody 
would have heard of the occurrence between the 
two gentlemen, had not the gentleman from Ohio 
brought it to the notice of the House. He suggest- 
ed to the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cat- 
HOUN] not to insist on his cal] for the reading of the 
manual, and that the matter be permitted to pass 
by in good feeling. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he had no desire to occu- 
py the time of the Heuse. He disclaimed any 
personal feeling or anxiety about the matter. 

Mr. CALHOUN insisted on the reading of 
the manual on the subject of the privilege of 
members. 

Mr. MOORK rose to make a statement of what 
had occurred, according to his observation. His 
colleague, when the occurrence related by the gen- 
tieman from Obio happened, was in the best possi- 
ble humor, and, he was sure, intended no insult in 
pushing the gentleman from Ohio aside, in order to 
pass along the narrow aisle. 

Mr. MALLORY also stated to the House his 
recollection of what occurred. The gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. Dawson] was coming down the 
aisle. He (Mr. M.) saw the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana touch the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gip- 
DINGS,] bul not so as to move him. He was satis- 
fied that the genileman from Louisiana was go1 
along abovt his business in a good humor, an 
would not have made a rade reply to thegentléman 
from Ohio, had not that gentleman extorted it from 
him by his question. 

Mr. WISE said the gentleman from Lovisiana 
gave the gentleman from Ohio the gentlest push 
imaginable. 

Mr. ADAMS. I take it, Mr. Speaker, that it 
was notan attempt to cut his throat from ear to ear. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he bad no personal wishes 
in this matter. He would not have said what he 
cid, bad not the gentleman from Louisiana an- 
swered that he intended to insult him. 

Mr. WISE. But the gentleman from Louisiana 
did not say so until the gentleman from Ohio ex- 
torted the declaration from bim. 

Here the maiter dropped. 
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RECIPROCITY TREATIES. al 


Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, said as much of 
the day had been consumed, he desired that the 
consideration of his resolution for the renewal of 
the reciprocity treaties with foreign powers, which 
had been made the order for to-day, should be 
postponed until Wednesday. 

The SPEAKER said it would require a vote of 
two-thirds to Io the special order. 

Messrs. FILLMORE and CUSHING opposed 
the motion. ; 

House agreed to postpone—ayes 85, noes 

Mr. WELLER then moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. His object was to have takea 
up the bill to refund General Jackson’s fine. 

Mr. WISE said he wished the House to go into 
committee on the exchequer bill. 

Mr. WELLER then modified his motion, so as 
to make it a motion to go into committee gen- 
erally. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
the motion rejected—yeas 79, nays 98. 

&o the House refused to go into committee. 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. . 

The resolution offered some weeks ago by Mr. 
Torawp, calling on the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for copies of the correspondence in his office, 
in relation to the removal of Jonathan Roberts from 
the office of collector of the port of Philadelphia, 
was taken up. 

Mr. WELLER moved to lay it on the table. He 
believed that this was the same Jonathan Roberts 
who acquired such infamous notoriety by slander- 
ing Mrs. Jackson. 

Mr. WISE asked if it was in order now to mod- 
ify the resolution. He would suggest to the gen- 
tleman to modify it soas to cali on the President 
of the United States, who had the removing power, 
apd not on the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. WELLER expressed his willingness to 
withdraw his motion to lay it on the table, if the 
mover wished to modify it. 

Mr. TOLAND replied to Mr. Wiss, that the 
documents he wished to obtain were on file in the 
office of the Secretary of the Treasury, and there- 
fore he could not modify the resolution. 

Mr. WISE then said that the gentieman would 
not, perhaps, get all he wanted. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN asked his colleague 
{Mr. Totawp] to extend his inquiry into the causes 
of the removal of Calvin Blythe, the predecessor 
of Jonathan Roberts. If the gentleman would do 
that, he would vote for the resolution. 

Mr. TOLAND declining, 

The question was put on Mr. WELLER’s motion 
to lay the whole subject on the table, and rejected 
—yeas 77, nays 102. 

A message was received from the President, by 
the hands of Mr. Robert Tyler, his private secre- 
tary. 

Mr. WISE hoped that the House would consent 
that the message should be now read. [Cries of 
“No, no.”] 

The SPEAKER then put the question on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question on the 
adoption of Mr. To.anp’s resolution; which was 
sustained by the House, and the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Whereas Calvin Blythe, esq., collector of the port of Phila- 
delpha—a faithful public officer, against whose private or 
public character no charges are believed ever to have been 
made—was removed to make a place for Jonathan Roberts, 
late collector: and whereas the said Calvin Blythe was a brave 
soldier as the late war, and served his country, and was 

er battie-fields; while the said Jonathan Roberts 
refused, when a member of the Senate of the United States, a 
vote of honor to General Harrison for his services to his coun- 
try, and has since distinguished himself by his calumniations 
of the wife of one of the bravest and most distinguished of 
American heroes and statesmen: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communicate 
to this House the copies of all or any charges that may be on 
file in his office against the said Calvin Blythe, as collector of 
the port of Philadelphia, or the names of those who petitioned 
for his removal. 

Objection was made to the reception of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved a suspension of the 
rules. 
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Mr. STANLY said if the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania would strike out the biographical sketch 
which his resolution contained, he would vote for 
it. 

Mr. TOLAND said he was about to say the 
same thing. 

Mr. WISE made similar observations. 

Mr. C. BROWN accordingly modified his reso- 
lution; and it was adopted without the recitals. 


" RETRENCHMENT. 


Mr. GWIN submitted a substitute for Mr. Ar- 
NOLD’s bill No. 548; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. READ offered a resolution, which was un- 
derstood to be in relation to the Jate tariff ac!; but 
objection was made, and it was not read. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Mr. FILLMORE said there was a bill on the 
Clerk’s table—the army appropriation bill—which 
had come from the Senate with several amend- 
ments made thereto; he therefore moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of acting 
on these amendments. 

The motion was agreed to;and Mr. A. H. H. 
Srouart took the chair. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the army bill be 
taken up. 

Mr. CUSHING moved that the exchequer bill 
be taken up. 

Mr. WELLER moved the committee take up 
the bill to refund the fine imposed on General 
Jackson. 

The motion of the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Fittmore] was agreed to. 

The first two amendments of the Senate were 
concurred in. . 

The third amendment was an item appropriating 
$2,000 to continue the meteorological survey, un- 
der the direction of the Surgeon General. This 
item was stricken out of the original bill by the 
committee of the House, and was reintroduced by 
the Senate. 

A conversation ensued, in which Mr. CAVE 
JOHNSON, Mr. SMITH of Virginia, Mr. TIL- 
LINGHAST, Mr. McKENNAN, Mr. CHARLES 
BROWN, and Mr. FILLMORE took part; in the 
course of which it was stated that this appropria- 
tion was to enable the Government to continue the 
services of Mr. Espy, that the annual meteorologi- 
cal surveys bow made might be converted to some 
useful purposes. ’ 

That the subject might be understood by the 
House, Mr, FILLMORE called upon the Clerk to 
read a letter from the Secretary of War, recom- 
mending this appropriation. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said he regarded this 
appropriation but as the commencement of a new 
bureau—a new department of this Government— 
the bureau of storms. He pointed to the Patent 
Office, which had gradually increased, and which 
would soon wantthe name and character of the 
State Department for the Home Department. All 
new departments commenced in this manner, re- 
quiring but a small sum at first, but gradually en- 
larging, in an eminent degree, the power of the 
Executive. 

Mr. PICKENS rose to prevent a conclusion 
from what he understood Mr. Fittmore to say— 
that the proposition had received the unanimous 
approbation of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
He (Mr. P.) did not recollect of being present at 
sueh a decision, as he certainly was opposed 
to it. If we wanted information, the meteor- 
ological tables prepared under the directions of the, 
Government were not only beautiful, butgave us 
the most authentic and ready information, But if 
we wish to gain information for gentlemen to per- 
vert the facts to advance their peculiar theories 
and preconceived notions, then pass the appropria- 
tion. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Smirs] 
say* it will be creating a new bureau in the 
Government to preside over storms. Gentle- 
men seemed to be eager to create aprofessor 
to lecture on wind. It seemed to him (Mr. P.) 
that we had already 242 members here who were 
capable of being professors on that subject; they 
were at least fit to be assistant lecturers on wind. 


He could not see the use of creating a separate 
fessorship. Pro» 
Mr. HOLMES thought, if we must have 
this country, we should do better by havi 
lated wind. He was, therefore, in favor of the 
appropriation. 
The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate non-concurred in—ayes 76, noes 77 
The question recurred upon concurring with ty 
Senate in their next amendment, inserting an » 
propriation of $50,000 to continue the impro 
ments in the navigation of the Mississippi, yis. 
souri, Ohio, and Arkansas rivers, for the haif 
endar year; and an appropriation of $100,099 for 
the fiscal year, for the same object. 
Mr. FILLMORE rose, and stated that the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means had reported a bill ma. 
king the same appropriations which were conten. 
plated by the amendment of the Senate, and he 
should call it up at the earliest day. He thought 
that this bill was not a proper place to jnsey 
such an appropriation as this. The objec 
contemplated in the appropriation were whojj 

distinct from the main purpose of the bill. If the 
Senate were permitted to introduce subjects of this 
kind in a general appropriation bill, it would & 
fectually take from the House its power to origi. 
nate appropriation bills for harbors and other jp. 
provements. He hoped the House would rejec 
the amendment of the Senate; and he pledged hin. 
self to move to take up the bill of the Committe 
of Ways and Means as soon as this bill was djs 
posed of. He was unwilling to see all other ap. 
propriations discarded, and this one invidiously 
passed. ‘The consequence of adopting the amend. 
ment of the Senate would be, to defeat every other 
appropriation for harbors, &c. 


Mr. TRIPLETT advocated the amendment, and 
claimed that the annual loss of life and of property 
on the Western waters most imperiously demanded 
an appropriation to remove the obstructions to the 
navigation of these waters. 


Mr. REYNOLDS also advocated the amen: 
ment. 


Mr. HUNT opposed it, on the ground that it 
neglected other improvements in the Northetn 
States. 

Afier some remarks from Mr, PROFFIT, the 
commiilee rose and reported progress. 


STATE OF THE FINANCES. 


Mr. WISE then called for the reading of the 
message from the President, received in the course 
of the morning; and it was read as follows: 


To the House of Representatives: 

I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives a report 
made to me on the 9th instant, by the Secretary of the Treas 
ury, On the subject of the present and prospective condition of 
the finances, ; 

You will perceive from it, that even if the receipts from the 
Various sources of revenue for the current year shall prove 
not to have been overrated, and the expenditures be res 
within the estimates, the treasury will be exhausted befor 
the close of the year; and that this will be the case, although 
authority shall be given to the proper department to reissue 
treasury notes. But the state of facts existing at the present 
moment cannot fail to awaken a doubt whether the amount of 
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the revenue, forthe respective quarters of the year will come 
up to the estimates; nor is it enurely certain that the expend 
tures which will be authorized by Congress may not exceed the 
aggregate sum which has hitherio been assumed as the basis of 
the treasury calculations. Of all the duties of the Governmeni, 
none is more sacred and imperative than that of making adequat 
and ample provisions for fulfilling with punctuality its pecu 
niary engagements, and maintaining the public credit inviola. 
Any failure in this respect, not produced by unforeseen causes 
could only be regarded by our common constituents asa serious 
neglectof the public interests. I feel it, therefore, to be ano 
dispensable obligation, while so much of the session ye! Ld 
mains unexpired as to enable Congress to give to the subject 
the consideration which iis great importance demands, and mor 
earnestly to call itsattention to the propriety of making further 
provision for the public service of the year. ee j 

The proper objects of taxation are peculiarly within the » 
cretion of the Legislature; while it is the duty of the Execuure 
to keep Congress duly advised of the state of the treasury, Mt 
to admonish it of any danger which there may be groune - 
apprehend of a failure in the meansof meeting the ex 
tures authorized by law. 3. wil 

I ought not, therefore, to dissemble my, fears that - a 
be a serious falling off in the estimated proceeds both of ‘®t 
customs and the public lands. I regard the evil of disa ry 
ment in these respects as altogether too great to be risked, I! ° 
any possibility it may be entirely obviated. . 

While I am far from objecting, under present circumsanc® 
to the recommendations of the Secretary, that authority 
granted him to re-issue treasury notes as they shall be jet 
ed, and to other suggestions which he has made on this 8 
yet it appears to me to be worthy of = consideration ¥ 
er more permanent and certain supp 
vided. The issue of one note in redemption of another, 


ies ought not to me 
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yment of & debt; which must be made, in the end, by 
Porm of public taxation. 
sanot forbear to add that, in a country as full of resources-- 
I t means, if they be but judiciously called out— 

venues of the Government, its credit, and its ability to 
all jts obligations ought not to be made dependent on tem- 
seceasl a churaba toll provision 8 lying th 
; of further ull provision for supplying the 
ar ro ean will be the more urgent if Congres, at. 
present session, should adopt no plan for facilitating the 

operations of the Government, and improving the 
a ofthe country. By the aid of a wise and efficient 
reof that kind, not only would the internal business and 
verity of the country be revived and invigorated, but im- 
ant additions to the amount of revenue accruing from im- 










































yng might also be expected. Notonly does the present 
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gition of things in relation to the currency and commercial 
“hanges produce severe and distressing embarrassments in 
+ business and pursuits of individuals, but its obvious ten- 

js to create also a necessity for the imposition of 
'g burdens of taxation, in order to secure the Government 
j the country against discredit from the failure of means to 


nif) the public engagements. naianedeaiiens 
Washington, February 13, 1843. 

Toe contents of the letter of the Secretary of the 
mreasury to the President of the United States, may 
summed up as follows: 


Secretary estimates the receipts during the year )843 at 
ro368 96, vo be derived from the following subjects: 

















3,000,000°00 
nds ° oi 2,500,000 00 
cellaneous sources . 4,883°358 + 
ns and treasury notes . : : 
» which he adds the balance in the treasury on 
the Ist of January, so far as can be ascer- 
i . ° ° . 2,840,041 72 
Aggregate of means - $23,323,400 08 
The expenditures during the same period as follows. 
viland miscellaneous - - $4,445,122 00 
Military service, &c. - 9,286,428 00 
Naval service = - . : 7,881,223 00 
Interest on loan and treasury notes 1,320,000 00 
$22,932,773 00 
Estimated balance on lst January, 1844 - 


- $390,627 08 


The Secretary then states that this estimate does 
not include private bills, and other items of appro- 
priation not contained in the official estimates. Of 
treasury notes, there are $11,068,977 69 outstand- 
ing; of which the whole, except $2,402,390 16, 
carry interest after maturity. To provide for these, 
the Secretary recommends that authority be given 
to place them on the same footing with other 
treasury notes. The letter then concludes with a 
recommendation that a duty be imposed upon tea 
and coffee, and such objects not now taxed, as 
would increase the revenues of the Government. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved to refer the message 
and report to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and to print them; and on this motion he moved 
tbe previous question. 

Mr. WISE asked the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. FittmMorg] to accept, as a modification 
of his motion, certain instructions to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, which he read from his 
place. They were, in substance, instructing the 
Committee of Ways and Means to examine into 
the state of the finances, and to report to the House 
whether, in their opiuion, the revenues of the Gov- 
ernment will be sufficient to sustain its operations 
through the coming year; and, if not, what measures 
ought to be adopted to provide the necessary ways 
and means for carrying on the Government. 

Mr. FILLMORE refused to accept the modifi- 
cation. 

Under the operation of the previous question, the 
reference was made, and the printing ordered, a¢ 
moved by Mr. Firtmore. 

Mr. WISE then moved a reconsideration of the 
vole just taken upon the question of printing the 
ee and report; and upon that he had a word 
0 say. 

He felt, at the moment, some litile excitement 
from the manner in which he had been treated by 
ihe chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, (Mr. Fitumorg.] He called for the reading 
of that communication with a purpose which, he 
had no doubt, the honorable gentleman anticipated; 
and that purpose, he would confess to the House, 
was this: From what occurred between the hon- 
orable gentleman and himself the other day, when 

catechised him as to his opinions of the ways 
and means of the Government, it would be remem- 

by the House that, whether the gentleman 
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intended to evade an answer or not, he was most 
successfal in not answering. When he (Mr. W.) 
asked him what was the opinion of the Committee 
of Ways and Means with regard to the opinions 
of the Secretary of the Treasury that there would 
be a surplas of debt, a surplus of bonds, and a 
surplus of outstanding treasury notes, the gentle- 
man gave no definite answer. He (Mr. W.) 
wanted to ascertain whether the Committee of 
Ways and Means (whose appointed duty it was, 
by the standing rules of the House, to ascertain 
for themselves whether the Executive reports were 
eorrect) thought that the Secretary of the Treasury 
had given a true statement of the condition of the 
finances; but he could not get an opinion from the 
honorablegentieman on the subject. He would now 
ask the honorable gentleman for an expression of 
his opinions on this important subjec’. Did he, or 
did he not, agree with the calculations of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury? He (Mr. W.) ventured 
to say—and the gentleman might contradict him 
if he dared—that he did not agree with the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in his calculations as to the 
means of supplying the wants of the treasury. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that there was one 
remark in the message just read which was un- 
deniably true; and that was, the declaration that it 
was the daty of the Executive to inform Congress 
if there was likely to be a deficiency in the rev- 
enues. He believed that the usage of the Gov- 
ernment bad been invariably, not only for the 
Committee of Ways and Means to look to the See- 
‘retary of the Treasury for information on this sub- 
ject, but for Congress to do so also. Now, in an- 
swer to the gentleman’s question, he would say that 


‘ the Committee of Ways and Means had been wait- 


ing for that communication, and had not come to 
ny settled opiniogin relation to it. 


Mr. WISE. Do I understand the gentleman to 
say—- 

Mr. FILLMORE. One word more. 

Mr. WISE. Ob! I'll wait. 

Mr. FILLMORE resumed. The gentleman 
from Virginia had charged him with answering 
that gentleman unsatisfactorily, or with evasion. 
The gentleman from Virginia, however, when he 
(Mr. Fittmore) got through bis explanation, said 
that he was satisfied. 

Mr. WISE said he was satisfied then, as he was 
now, that the gentleman evaded the question. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if the gentleman did 
think so, he must submit the question between 
them to the country. But he told the gentleman 
from Virginia that he had formed no opinion, but 
had been waiting for information from the Treas- 
ury Department on which to form an opinion. 

Mr. WISE asserted, in the presence of that 
House, that, the other day, he asked the gentleman 
from New York what his opinion was; and he de- 
clared, as he did to-day, first, that it was the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to inform the 
Congress of the United States upon the condition 
of the finances. With that he agreed. The Sec- 
retary, at the beginning of the session, did inform 
them on the state of the finances; but the gentle- 
man from New York had called for additional in- 
formation, which he told them, the other day, the 
Secretary had not yet furnished. But on Friday 
or Saturday last, the Secretary furnished the gen- 
tleman from New York with a statement, (which 
was, in substance, confirmed by the message now 
received,) and on that statement he (Mr. W.) put 
several interrogatories to the gentleman from New 
York on that floor; after which, the gentleman 
from New York came to his seat, and asked him if 
he thought he [Mr. Firttmors] had answered him 
to his satisfaction. He (Mr. W.) told him, and he 
was trying to demonstrate, that he thought he did 
not wish to answer at all; and he then put it to the 
gentleman from New York, at his desk, to know 

what his private opinion was, as chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and whether he 
agreed with the Secretary of the Treasury? And 
the gentleman admitted that he did not egree with 
the Secretary in his general conclusions. 

Mr. FILLMORE. Mr. Speaker, —— 

Mr. WISE. Will the gentleman deny that? 

Mr. FILLMORE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WISE. Sir, —— 


279 


Cae 

Mr. FILLMORE. I told him that I had no 
Opinion to express. 

Mr. WISE. Did not the gentleman admit that 
he agreed with me, that the Secretary was not cor- 
rect in his conclusions? 

Mr. FILLMORE. No, sir. 

Mr. WISE | affirm it before heaven and earth. 
[Great sensation ] 

Mr. FILLMORE. I care not who affirms it—it 
is not.so. [Cries of “order.”} 

Mr. WISE said he would not call upon witnesses 
to confirm bis statement; for he should cali upon 
no man to back his word: but whoever denied it 
might—and might according to his own manner— 
be responsible for it. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that, if the gentleman 
recollected it differently from him, (Mr. Fittmong,) 
he should like to hear his statement. Bat, accord- 
ing to his recollection, he did not give any opinion 
whatever. 


Mr. WISE knew not, nor cared not, whether any 
one heard what had passed between himself and the 
gentleman from New York, or not; but, at the mo- 
ment that gentleman declined to express a specific 
opinion—the moment he declared that he was not 
prepared to express a specific opinion on the subject 
—that is, to enter on calculations of the ways and 
means—he (Mr. W.) declared that that gentleman 
did say that he did not concur with the Secretary 
that the ways and means would be sufficient, or 
that a surplus wouldexist. If the gentleman from 
New York did not make that declaration at the 
time to which he referred, he (Mr. W.) was not 
then standing at that desk, and he was dreaming 
then. He knew this was the age of Mesmerism; 
he knew this was the age of Millerism; he knew 
this was the day when truth falls in the streets; 
but he had never yet given way to any of these 
theories. He could not believe that he had been 
in a Mesmeric sleep when the conversation to 
which he had referred passed; for the gentieman 
came to his seat to inquire what he wished to 
knew, and he told that gentleman distinctly what 
he wanted to know. He told that gentleman that 
he wanted to know if the Committee of Ways and 
Means had a different opinion from the Secretary 
of the Treasury—or whether he wag willing that 
the pasitions of the Secretary of the Treasury should 
go forth to the country, that there would be ways 
and means sufficient, so that if the President should 
be compelled to call an extra session, all the re- 
proach would fall on the Executive. He (Mr. 
W.) insisted then, as he did now, that not only 
was it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to report to this House on the ways and means, and 
submit bis views, but that it was the duty of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and of the chair- 
man of that committee especially, himself to judge, 
and to examine, and to report; and of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to say whether 
it was correct and true. 

As he said the other day, our Constitution took 
double security on this subject; for they were to 
have not only an executive, bnt a legislative re- 
port. But had it come to this, that, when it suited 
the purposes of gentlemen, they would throw all 
the burden of legislation on the Executive, and 
discharge themselves from all legislative duties and 
responsibilities} Had the Committee of Ways 
and Means no daties to discharge on this subject? 
This was not their language on other subjects—on 
the great questions of finance, and of the land 
law, and on various other questions which were 
submitted to Congress. The gentlemen at one mo- 


- ment repudiated Executive dictation; and at the 


next moment, when it suited them, they asserted 
that the Executive alone was responsible. He 
(Mr. Wise) must say that, as many laurels as that 
gentleman had won since be had been chairman of 
the Commitiee of Ways and Means, that confes- 
sion which he bad made for himself and for the 
Committee of Ways and Means, after an exami- 
nation of kindred subjects at tHis session and the 
two sessions which preceded it—that they had 
formed no opinion on the ways and means of this 
Government—was a very extraordinary one. 
What! a chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, on this 13th day of February—within 
two weeks of the adjournment of the last session 
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of this Congress—at the very last hour of the third 
session of Congress, to proclaim to this country 
that be bad no opinion on the ways and means! 

Mr. FILLMORE begged permission to explain. 

Mr. WISE said he should like to have an ex- 
planation. 

Mr. FILLMORE explained that he meant he 
had formed no opinion independent of executive 
commanications. 

Mr. WISE asked the gentleman if he believed 
the communication of the Secretary of the Treas 
ury was correct. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that he had no means 
of showing its incorreciness, and he had no reason 
to believe that the Secretary was a dishonest man. 

Mr. WISE inquired if the gentleman from New 
York believed in the data of the Secretary? 

Mr. BOTTS rose to a question of order. The 
gentieman from Virginia had no right te poll the 
members of the Committee of Ways and Means in 
this way. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to explain. 

Mr. WISE begged the reporters to take note of 
the gentieman’s explanation. And what was it? 
It was this: “I bave no opinion independent of the 
information of the Secretary of the Treasury.” 
What is your opinion about the information of the 
Secretary of the Treasury? “I have no means of 
showing that it is incorrect.” Well, now, what 
was the-gentleman’s opinion at last? Nothing at 
all. The gentleman frem New York said, the 
other day, that if the data of the Secretary were cor- 
rect, why then bis calculations were correct. 

He (Mr. W.) asked if the Secretary’s data were 
correct; and the reply was, “I have no means of 
knowing whether they are correct or incorrect.” 
And this came from the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, who confessed that, inde- 
pendent of the Secretary of the Treasury, he had 
got no opinion at all. Did they believe that he 
had get no opinion? The gentleman did not say he 
had got no opinion; but though he had got no spe- 
cific opinion, he (Mr. W.) believed be had a gen- 
eral conclusion as to the correction of those data. 
Now, he asked for the motive for the concealment 
of those opinions. He asked why there was not 
a report from that committee? 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia if he believed the report made by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, as he was nearer the Execu- 
tive than he (Mr. F.) could be; or whether the gen- 
tleman from Virginia had any means of knowing 
that it was false. 

Mr. WISE. This is not a question of falsehood. 
{Laughter.] He begged gentlemen to wait for an 
answer before they laughed. He told the gentle- 
man from New York that he differed wholly from 
the Secretary of the Treasury. Had they got their 
answer? [Laughter.} Now, would the gentleman 
answer him a question? Did the gentleman from 
New York believe in the correctness of the Secre- 
tary’s report? [Criesof “That’s fair.”] Now, let 
gentiemen laugh. He (Mr. W.) differed from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and he believed his 
data would be found to be a sandy foundation, and 
that the superstructure based upon it must fall ne- 
cessarily. 

The gentleman pursued these remarks in this 
strain some time, and expressed his dread of an 
extra session, and his desire to. avoid its necessity. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied, and Mr. WISE re- 
joined. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was glad to hear this 
declaration from the gentleman. If that gentle- 
man, standing upon this floor, and speaking the sen- 
timents of this Administration, declared that an 
extra session ought not to be called, and that there 
were no reasons for it, he (Mr. F.) was truly 
glad to hearit. As to whether the Committee of 
Ways and Means had discharged their duty or not, 
he bad bat little to say. The present was the short 
session; and, during its continuance, the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means had to perform the duty 
of examining a double set of appropriation bills— 
for the half calendar year, and for the fiscal year. 
They had also before them a proposition to bring 
back into the treasury money which was said to 
have been hitherto squandered; also, the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury that 
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means should be provided for carrying the depart- 
ment through the year to the Ist of January next; 
and also the exchequer project, which had occupied 
much of theirtime. These were the duties which 
they bad to perform during this short session. 
Whether jhe commitiee Sad been diligent or not, 
it was for the House to say. With what ability 
the duties had been performed, it certainly did not 
become him to say. But if it was a fact (as con- 
ceded by the President in the message just read) 
that it was the duty of the Executive to inform 
the House as to the state of the finances of the 
country, he put it to the gentleman to point outa 
single fact which indicated that the Committee of 
Ways and Means had abandoned all measures to 
carry the Government throwgh the year. The 
committee took up the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in which that officer stated that there 
would be enough means to carry on the Govern- 
ment through the half calendar year, and through 
the fiscal year to June, 1844, and then leavea 
million and a half in the treasury. When 
doubt began to be expressed as to the accu- 
racy of the Secretary’s calculations, the commit- 
tee, unconnected as they were by any near re- 
lations to the Administration, caused inquiries to 
be made of the Secretary, witha view of afford- 
ing him an opportunity to revise his estimates. 
Therefore it was that he addressed a letter to the 
Secretary, calling on him for the amount which he 
estimated would be received and paid out during 
the year. 

He would say to the House, that it was in the 
power of the Executive, if he saw fit, to exhaust 
the treasury, for the purpose of calling an extra 
session of Congress. Such a thing might be done; 
if it was done, the Executive would be responsible 
for the extra session. e 

It was known that large appropriations would 
be made by this Congress, to lie over until next 
year. Now, it was only necessary for the Presi- 
dent, in the exercise of his power to control the ex- 
penditures of these appropriations, to exhaust the 
treasury, by paying them over before they were ab- 
solutely needed; and thus create the very necessity 
(an extrasession) which the gentleman deplored. 
if there should be no more expended during the year 
than what was appropriated by Congress for that 
period, he should say that, in his opinion, the ways 
and means of the treasury would be sufficient. He 
only asked that the Government might be admin- 
istered as it had been in years past. Jn such an 
event, he did believe that the means of the treasury 
would prove sufficient. He believed he had said 
all that was necessary on this head. 

As to the instructions to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, moved by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Wisg,] all he had to say was, that he 
deemed them unnecessary. They implied a cen- 
sure upon the committer; and he knew not what 
duty they had omitted which called for censure 
upon them. The commitice had never neglected 
to consider carefully anything that was recom- 
mended by the Executive. 

Mr. WISE then rose ard withdrew his motion to 
reconsider the printing of the message; after which, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tusspay, February 14, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT (| pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depari- 
ment, transmitting, in further compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 28th of December 
last, the following statement, showing the amount 
of accruing duties during the 3d ard 4th quarters 
of the past year, and the value of the imports and 
exports for the last quarter, as follows: 


Accruing duties during the 3d quarter - $3,305,506 31 
Accruing duties during the 4th quarter - + 2,579,389 28 


5,884,895 69 
Value of imports and exports during the 4th quarter of 1642— 
Imports free of duty - . $6,450,601 


paying duty - 7,197,493 
————— $13,648,094 
Exports of foreign goods— 
Free of duty : 1,023,569 
Paying duty 1,219,532 
2,243,101 
Exports of domestic produce 


25,229,818 
—— 27,472,919 


Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from eiii. 
zens of the State of Maine, praying for the 
of the bankrupt law; which was ordered to jie on 
the table. . 

Also, presented a memorial from Lubec, Maine: 
praying such legislation on the part of Co 
as will produce greater reciprocity in our commer. 
cial regulations with foreign powers: ordered tp 
lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, leave was 
granted to Molly Luther, Mary Chase, Danie! 
Peck, and George Johason, to withdraw their pei;. 
tions and papers from the files of the Senate, 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from Rup 
Milligan, praying that the sum of $220 continep. 
tal notes, paid to her husband, since deceased, fo, 
his services during the revolutionary war, may be 
made good to her or ber children, by such genera) 
and equitable law as may be finally passed on the 
subject. Mr. L. remarked that, if any commiti, 
should be hereafter raised to take into considera. 
tion the subject of paying the debts of the § 
he would move the reference of this petition 
to thatcommitiee. It struck him, however, tha; 
ther® would be more propriety in paying off the 
old revolutionary debt, before the idea of assumi 
the debts of the States was entertained. For the 
present, he moved that the petition be laid on the 
table. Agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re. 
ferred the amendments of the House to the Senate 
bill for the relief of William Du Buys, postmaster 
at New Orleans, reported the bill back, witha 
recommendation that the Senate concur in the 
amendments. 

The question was put, and the Senate con- 
curred, 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Robert Falion; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented joint resolutions, 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of Maine, 
instructing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives from that State to vote for the abolish- 
ment of the Military Academy at West Point, in 
the State of New York, and for the adoption of 
such a plan of military instructions as will be im- 
partial in its operations, and consistent with the 
spirit and genius of our liberal institutions; which 
was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Peasions, 
made a report, (which was ordered to be printed,) 
adverse to the passage of the House bill for the 
relief of Major Taomas Harrison. 

On motion by Mr. BATES, leave was granted 
to Thomas Flanagan to withdraw his petition and 
papers from the files of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which was referred the resolution of 
the Senate, instructing that committee to inquire 
into the expediency of abolishing the system of 
revenue cutters, and to employ a part of the navy 
of the United States in that service, made a report, 
(which was ordered to be printed,) accompanied 
by a resolution, declaring that it was inexpedient 
to adopt the recommeadations of the resolution. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred House bill entitled “An act toreduce 
the number and compensation of the officers and 
others employed in the port of New York,” re 
ported it back, with an amendment to strike out 
the preamble. 

Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following 1es0- 
lution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 0 
inform the Senate of the net amount of revenue received from 


the customs in the month of January, 1843, according to the 
current returns made to the Treasury Department. 


Mr. LINN presented a petition from Markham 
Tristoe, late postmaster at Warren, Benton county, 
Missouri, praying that the amount of a judgmen! 
obtained against him in the cireuit court of the 
United States from the Missouri district may be re- 
funded to him: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. = 

Also, presented a petition from Abraham Wil 
cox, representing that he is the father of twenly- 
two children, praying aid of the Government 
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company ogo to the Oregon Territory, 
ai fot grants land, &c.; which was read, and 
: the table. 
re resolution of the Committee on Commerce, 
; e that commitiee from the further con- 
‘4 sration of the resolution of the Senate of the 27th of 
ber last, directing it to inquire into the state of 
oar tonnage, freights, and commerce, and to report 
ybether they Were prosperous under our existing 
giations with foreign powers, &c., and to refer 
ibe same to the Secretary of State, and directing 
him to make the inquiries touching the matter, and 
o report thereon at the next session of Congress, 
yas taken up; and, after a few remarks by Messrs. 
HUNTINGTON and WOODBURY, was adopted. 

The following resolution introduced by Mr. 
Beytow on yesterday, was taken up for consid- 
eration; and, aftera few remarks byMr. ARCHER, 
pot in opposition to its adoption, but expressing the 
ielief that the call was unlike any ever made, it 
was agreed (0, Viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
«to communicate to the Senate a copy of the commission, or 
jeuer of instruction, which may have been given to Daniel 
Webster, Esq., Secretary of State, to treat with Lord Ashburton, 
ise special minister from Great Britain to the United States, 

The engrossed joint resolution directing the trans- 
fer of thé stock held by the United States in the Chesa- 

eand Ohio Canal Company,to the State of 

aryland, and to the cities of Washington, George- 

town, and Alexandria, on certain conditions, came 
up for a third reading. 

Mr. KING remarked that one of the conditions 
in the bill on which the steck was surrendered, 
was, that the Chesapeake and Obio Canal shall te 
completed to Cumberland. He inquired of the 
Senator from Mary/and [Mr. Merrick) whether he 
considered that the terms of the bill were such as 
authorized the Government to reclaim the stock 
incase the terms of the bill were not complied 
with. 

Mr. MERRICK replied that, if the conditions 
were not complied with, the whole of the stock 
would revert to the Government. 

The resolution was then read the third time, and 
passed. 

The joint resolution for the distribution of cer- 
tain copies of the Census Returns and Compendium 
ofthe Sixth Census, was read the third time and 

sed, 

The bill relating to the appointment of Assist- 
ant Postmasters General, vesting the power to ap- 
point them in the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, was read a third time, 
and passed. 


BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. BERRIEN said that he had given notice to the 
Senaie on yesterday, that he would on to-day move 
to fix a day for the consideration of the biil to re- 
pealthe bankrupt law. He was disposed to give 
notice that he would on Monday next ask the Sen- 
ate to take that bill up for consideration. He said 
that it was desirable that the information obtained 
from the Secretary of State, as to the operations 
of the law, and the report of the committee on the 
subject, should be as widely disseminated as possible 
before they were called upon to act finally upon 
the bill; and it was desirable to give further time to 
Senators to consider the report of the Judiciary 
Committee, and the amendments recommended by 
i. He supposed that all that was desired by delay 
could be accomplished by Monday next. 

Mr. YOUNG preferred that the bill should be 
then taken up, and made the special order for Mon- 
day next; but, on being informed that such course 
Would piace the bill behind other special orders, 
he acquiesced in the suggestion of Mr. Berrien. 


RETRENCHMENT, ECONOMY, AND GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 


The resolutions introduced on Tuesday last by 
Mr. McDorrig, on the propriety of adopting meas- 
ues to revive commerce, replenish the impov- 
erished exchequer, and to arrest the accumulation 
of public debt, by reducing the tariff of the last 
session to a revenue standard, and by practising a 
rigid system of retrenchment, economy, and ac- 
countability, came up for consideration. 

Mr. EVANS (in reply to Mr. McDurriz’s re- 
marks of yesterday) addressed the Senate for up- 
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wards of two hours and a half, discussing at large 
the various topics involved in the resolutions of the 
Senator from South Carolina, and the additional 
resolutions which he had himself submitted. 

At the outset, he remarked, it was with very great 
reluctance that he rose to occupy apy portion of the 
time of the Senate at this late period of the session, 
when there were so many important and pressing 
matters demanding ils attention, in the discussion 
of these resolations—resolutions which he feared 
were toend in discussion alone. Neveriheless, as 
they were deemed of very great importance, (as 
they certainly were,) and had been discussed with 
ability by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
McDurrie,}] who always evidenced an ability in 
whatever be undertook to discuss, he felt it to be 
his duty as briefly as possible to submit such remarks 
as the hasty consideration of the subject would ena- 
ble him to make. The resolutions of the honora- 
ble Senator were chiefly directed to the condition of 
the treasury—to the finances and commerce of the 
country; and avery large portion of the speech 
with which the Senator had favored the Senate was 
directed to the condition of the business of the 
country, which he (Mr. E.) admitted were 
inseparably connected. He agreed with the Sena- 
tor fully and thoroughly, that the commerce of the 
country was crippled to a very great extent, and 
that business was deeply embarrassed. He would 
not differ from the honorable Senaior as to the 
terms of the resolution, which proposed a system 
of economy and retrenchment, and of limiting the 
expenses of Government to the income which may 
be derived by the treasury from all sources. He 
would agree with the Senator, that the commerce 
of the country was greatly embarrassed and crip- 
pled; but he differed from him radically as to the 
causes which had occasioned it, and as to the efli- 
cacy of the measures which he proposed to revive 
at . 

Mr. E. then proceeded to a minute investigation 
of the measures which he conceived had led to the 
derangements of the currency, to which he mainly 
attributed the distresses of the country. He vindi- 
cated the course which he and the friends with 
whom he had acted took in defence of the State 
banks, after they had been stimulated by the Gov- 
ernment and broken down, and when the Adminis- 
tration turned round on them, and endeavored to 
destroy them. 


Having disposed of this branch of the subject, 
he adverted to the position assumed in the Sena- 
tor’s resolutions—that the tariff law was the cause of 
the condition of the country, and that a revision of 
that law would resuscitate commerce. He con- 
tended that the commerce of the country was two- 
fold—foreign and domestic ; and that the one was 
dependent on the other; so that, if domestic com- 
merce languished and fell into decay, so must foreign 
commerce. . It was, therefore, more reasonable 
to trace the erippled state of foreign commerce to 
causes which had operated on domestic commerce, 
than to what the Senator contends was for the pro- 
tection and benefit of the home manufacturing in- 
teresis identified with domestic commerce. In 
tracing out their causes, be (Mr. E.) had satisfied 
himself that they had their origin in the want of 
asound currency of uniform value in every part 
of the Union. This, he contended, was the great 
source of the evils under which the country labored. 

Jn speaking of the condition of the treasury, and 
its resources, he assumed that the dutiable imports 
of the year 1843 would be forty-two millions— 
yielding a revenue from customs of thirteen or 
fourteen millions of dollars. He estimated that 
the actual expenditures of the Government, inde- 
pendent of the interest on debt, would not exceed 
twenty-two millions of dollars for the year and a 
half ending 30th June, 1844. He combated the 
idea that the debt could, by any possibility, reach 
to what had been assumed by some—thirty or forty 
millions before the end of the year. It did not at 
present exceed twenty-five millions; and could not 
be increased one dollar without a law of Congress 
to that effect; of which there was no possible chance 
now, at this late period of the session. The reduc- 
tions and retrenchments effected by Congress in the 
appropriation bills rendered it certain that the Gov- 
ernment could get along very well, and without 
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the slightest embarrassment, by being allowed to 
re-issue treasury notes already authorized. Those 
bearing interest were already at a premium, and 
would natarally stay out without any effort; and it 
would be only necessary to allow the treasury 
notes falling due this year to bear interest, to keep 
them out too, and prevent them from embarrassing 
the treasury. 

Mr E. attributed to the passage of the tariff law 
of last session the revival of the credit of the Gov- 
ernment, and the high appreciation of the Govern- 
ment stocks in the money market. 

Speaking of his resolutions, to the effect that it 
is the duty of the several States to make provision 
for meeting their engagements, and sustaining their 
credit, he contended that the General Government 
had a right to make that declaration, without in- 
curring the censure of the States, inasmuch as the 
depreciation of their credit reacted on the credit 
of the United States; and besides, as a creditor of 
some of those States, at least to the amount of six 
or seven millions, the United States was entitled 
to the rights of a creditor, in regard to expressing 
its opinions. 

He also maintained that the General Govern- 
ment, being the Government of the same people 
who owned the States themselves, was bound to 
render those States, in their necessity, whatever 
assistance it was in ils power to afford. How that 
was to be done, was a matter of consideration, and 
could not, at this late period of the session, become 
a proper subject of discussion. 

Mr. E. concluded by proposing the following 
amendment to the resolution of Mr. McDurriz: 
for which see proceedings of the 15th Feb. 

Mr. DAYTON moved to strike out the last three 
resolutions of the amendment, with a view to in- 
sert the following: 


Resolved, That the distrust and obloquy cast upon the F'ed- 
eral Government by reason of the failure of certain States to 
make prompt payment of their debts, is an unjust and unfeund- 
ed imputation upon its credit and good faith; that, while this 
Government deplores the misguided policy of those States 
which have embarrassed themselves, it disclaims all liability, 
legally or morally, for such delinquency; while, in vindication 
of its own unblemished faith and honor, itappeals with confi- 
dence to its past history. 





Mr. D. then remarked that he had no dispo- 
sition toembark in the general discussion which 
had arisen on these resolutions; but, having submit- 
ted this amendment to one of the resolutions, he 
would tee) gratified if the Senate would afford him 
a few momenis in which to express his views on 
the subject of his amendment. It was very de- 
sirable to bim that the matter should be postponed 
till to-morrow, pledging himself to occupy the Sen- 
ate but a few minutes at that time. 

Mr. RIVES remarked that he wished to submit 
a paper which he had prepared, expressing his own 
views on the subject-matter brought into the dis- 
cussion on these resolatiens. It was not then in 
order to submit this paper as an amendment to the 
resolutions pending; but, with the leave of the Sen- 
aie, he would present it with the view—if the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. Dayton] was rejected—of submitting 
it as a substitute for the last three resolutions of the 
Senator from Maine, (Mr. Evans] The paper 
was read. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped that both of the amend- 
ments proposed, and the paper submitted by the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, would be re- 
ceived and printed. They were received, and order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK remarked that he was exceed- 
ingly sorry te find that, when there were just about 
_two weeks of the session left, a general discussion 


| was likely to be opened up on a proposition out of 


which no practical good could grow. If the dis- 
cussion was permitted to progress, the whole ses- 


| sion would be consumed in unprofitable debate. 
| He therefore rose for the simple purpose of giving 


notice to the Senate that on to-moriow, as soon 
after the remarks of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. Dayron] as he could get the floor, he would 


| move to lay the whole of the propositions on the 


table; and he trusted that all those Senators who 
were anxious to proceed with the practical business 
of the session would be in their places, and sus- 
tain, by their votes, the proposition he intended to 
make. 
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Mr. ALLEN did not believe that the discussion 
which was suggested on the introduction of the 
resolutions of the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr.McDorrix]} was unprofitable or un- 
wise; and it he had even supposed that such was 
the ease with reference to those resolutions, he 
should have changed his opinion after the intro- 
duction of the several propositions now laid before 
that body. The proposition submitted as an 
amendment to the resolutions of the Senator from 
South Carolina, intended to present to the Senate 
tbe question of the assumption of the debis of the 
States, having come before them on the responsi- 
bility of a Senator, it would be unbecoming in the 
Senate, in the present emergency, not to meet the 
question fully, fairly, and openly. He then said 
he rose for the purpose of expressing the hope 
that, under no circumstances, would the Senate 
agree to the motion which the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. Mernricx) intimated bis inten- 
tion to submit. The language of the resolutions 
of the Senator from Virginia admonished them of 
the consequences which would be fairly deduced if 
the Senate adopted this side way of disposing of the 
question; that delusive bopes would be enteriained 
that this Government would endorse the faltering 
credit of the States, by directly or indirectly assu- 
ming their debis. Such (said he) would be the effect 
of the failure on the part of the Senate to express 
itsopinion on the subject. The negative act of a 
failure to express an opinion against the assump- 
tion, would be construed as giving a shadow of 
countenance to the scheme. He appealed to the 
Senate to meet the question fairly, and to make the 
vote of laying the resolutions on the table a test 
question. 


Mr. BUCHANAN was very much impressed 
with the same considerations expressed by the 
Senator from Maryiand, [Mr. Merrick] that a 
protracted discussion on these resolutions and 
amendments would obstruct the pressing and ne- 
cessary business of Congress yet to be acted npon 
this session. There were but fifteen days of the 
session yet unexpired, during which a very large 
namber of public and private bills must be acted 
upon. Nocompensating benefit could be expected 
from the discussion of mere abstract questions lead- 
ing to no action; for experience had shown that 
resolutions of this kind were, from time to time, 
offered and discussed at former sessions, for weeks 
upon weeks, without leading to any practical re- 
sulis. He instanced several occasions, within a 
few years back, in which much time bad been de- 
voted to abstract discussions. At the same time, 
as the question of the assumpiion of the Siate 
debts, or of assisting the States to get out of their 
indebtedness, had been mooted, he concurred in 
the opinion that it was now necessary to have 
some utequivocal expression of the sentiments 
of the Senate on that point, and would Le glad 
if it could be brought up either in the form 
proposed by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Rives,} or in some other form; for he desired an 
opportunity to give expression to bis sentiments. 
But he feared so much discussion would take place, 
aod so many subjects of controversy would be 
opened up before the amendment of the Senator 
from Virginia could come up, that an opportunity 
would not be afforded of taking the vote of the 
Senate directly on the question; aod he could, 
the:efore, wish it had been brought forward bythe 
Senator as a distinct proposition, en which a vote 
could be taken directly. He (Mr. B.) woald, how- 
ever, call upon the chairman of the Finance Com- 
initiee to make a report on the memorials and pe- 
litions which had been referred te that commitice 
in such numbers during the session, and hoped he 
would be prepared, in a day or two, to make that 
report. 

Mr. EVANS said that no petitions were before 
the committee on the subject of the assumptica of 
ihe State debis. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said there were great num- 
bers of petitions and memorials referred to the com- 
mittee on the subject o' issuing Government scrip, 
based on the public lands, to the amount of 
$200,000,000, for the relief of the States, which was 
the same thing. 

Mr, EVANS replied that petitions in relation 








to a curreacy of two hundred millions of dollars of 
that kind had been referred to the committee; but 
they had nothing to say about the assumption of 
the State debts. | 

Mr. BUCHANAN teferred the Senator to the 
very last petition he (Mr. B.) had presented, and 
which had been referred te the committee. 

Mr. ARCHER concurred with the Senator from 

Ohio, that, the question having come before the 
Senate—no matter in what shape, or how—it 
would not now do to give it the go-by; and that 
there ought to be a direct vote upon it. He also 
concurred with the Senator from Maryland, in the 
necessity of applying the remaining time of the 
session to the real, practical business of legislation. 
He hoped, therefore, the suggestion he would throw 
out would meet the unanimous concurrence of 
every Senator. It was, that, after the Senator from 
New Jersey (who is entitled to the floor, and to 
whom it is in courtesy dne) shall have expressed 
his views to-morrow, the vote on the amendments, 
in their order, and then on the fesojutions, will be 
suffered to be taken without further debate. 
_ Mr. DAYTON, seeing that the sense of the Sen- 
ate was in favor of a speedy termination of a dis- 
cussion which, if it proceeded, would obstruct 
the public business, would most cheerfully waive 
any intention he had of accompanying his amend- 
ment with a few remarks, 

Mr. ARCHER was sorry the Senator waived 
his right to the floor; for he was assured, even if 
any indulgence were implied in the opportunity, it 
was fully due, and would be gladly accorded toa 
Senator who bad so seldom availed himself of his 
privilege to address the Senate. He (Mr. A) 
would suggest that, as soon as the amendment of 
the Senator from New Jersey shall have been dis- 
posed of, the direct vote on the question, which it 
seemed now so necessary to meet openly and frank- 
ly, could be taken on the amendment proposed by 
his honorable colleague, [Mr. Rivs;] and that be- 
ing disposed of, on any other amendments to be 
offered, and, finally on the resolutions themselves, 
without any debate. 

Mr. RIVES said he very cheerfully waived any 
right of accompanying his resolutions with any re- 
marks, in accordance with the suggestion of his 
colleague. 


Mr. WALKER thought, as the Senator from 
New Jersey had waived his right to speak, and the 
Senator from Virginia had done the same, there 
could be no difficulty in the way of proceeding at 
once to the vole, andthe whole matter mighi be 
disposed of in balf an hour, 

Mr. CALHOUN objected, that there was not, 
at that late hour, a full attendance of Senators; and 
it was extremely desirable every Senator should 
have an opportunity of recording his vote upon 
such a momentous subject. He would, therefore, 
suggest the propriety of agreeing, by general con- 
sent, to take the vote at one o’clock to-morrow, and 
let it be understood that a full attendance will be 
expected at that hour. 

Mr. SIMMONS did not understand the addi- 
tional resolution on the subject of State credit, 
which was offered by the Senator from Maine, bad 
any bearing whatever on the question of the as- 
sumption of the State debts. He thought it would 
be very difficult to take silent votes on such incon- 
gruous resolutions and amendments; for if all were 
adopied, they would make a suing of contradic- 
tions, 

Mr. MERRICK should persist in his notice, that 
ifthe discussion was to proceed, he should move 
to morrow to lay the whole subject on the table. 
He would do this, not to evade any question, but 
simply to get forward with the public business, 
At such a late period of the session, it was iasuf- 
ferable that every possible question of agitation 
which distracted the country should be got up to 
the total annibilation of all the practical legislative 
duties of Congress. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved an adjournment; 
bul gave way to 

Mr. LINN, who submitted a resolation which 
he had intended to offer in the morning hour. Af- 
ter which, 

Mr. McDUFFIE observed that, yielding to the 
very forcible reasons urged by the Senator from 


Maryland, much as he desired to answer some of 
the remarks of the Senator from Maine, he woujq 
waive all right of reply, on the understanding tha 
the question on the amendments and regolutions 
wouid be taken to-morrow,.at 1 o'clock, withoy: 
debate. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Torspay, February 14, 1843. 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Maine presented a peti. 
tion signed by certain widows of officers and go). 
diers of the revolutionary war, to wit: Jane Record 
Abigail Record, Miriam Hull, Margaret Tobin 
Hannah Lombard, Betsey Penfilly, Sarah French, 
Sylva Conant, Lucy Bailey, Mary Stevens, Mar. 
garet Cushman, Mary Needham, Rachel Field, 
Anna Gold, Sarah Perkins, Mary Hubbard, Sarah 
Sturtevant, Elizabeth Fletcher, Mary Holmes, 
Mary Fuller, Jennet Washburn, Polly Soule, 
Naomi Briggs, Mehitable Perkins, Anna Tucker, 
and Sarah Gardner, residing in Buckfield and yi. 
cinity, Oxford county, Maine, praying for an ex. 
tension of the pension law of July 7, 1838; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union—a bill for that purpose being 
now before that committee. 


Mr. BOWNE presented the petition of Frede. 
riek Juliand and 29 other citizens of Greene, Che- 
nango county, New York, praying that Congress 
will sages pp 4 act upon and adopt the exchequer, 
or plan of finance, as recommended by the Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. McKEON presented the petition of inhabi- 
tants of the city of New York, praying fora reduction 
of the expenses of the National Government, the 
abolition of the franking privilege, and a reduction 
of the rates of postage. 

Mr. J.T. MASON laid on the table additional 
papers in relation to the claim of Jona. Shafer of 
Washington county, Maryland: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. JACK presented the petition of 117 
citizens of Clearfield county, in Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing the eslablishment of a mail route along the 
Snow Shoe turnpike, in said county: referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


EXCHEQUER. 


Mr. BARNARD rose and inquired if there was 
a special order for to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BARNARD then said that, without moving 
any special order, he should ask the House to go 
into committee on Thursday, with a view to take 
up the exchequer bill of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusnina,] and the substitute 
for that bill submitted by himself. He wished that 
subject to have preference over all other business. 

Mr. ARNOLD obtained the floor, and was about 
to call up the special order, (bill No. 548;) when 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON wished to know 
whether the special order overrode all other busi- 
ness, the morning hour included. 

The SPEAKER said it did. 

At the request ef several gentlemen, Mr. AR- 





_NOLD yielded the floor, with a view to the recep: 


tion of reports from committees. 

Mr. J. T. MASON presented a petition from the 
Siate of Maryland, numerously signed, asking for 
the relief of Amos Kendall from the fine imposed 
on him by the circuit court of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the select commitiee on 
the coast survey, made a report. é 

Mr. ARNOLD presented a petition from the city 
of New York, numerously signed, praying 4 re- 
duction of postages, and the passage of bill No. 
548. [Langhter.] 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee en 
Claims, made an adverse report upon the claim of 
John J. Bulow. 

Mr. RANDALL of Maine, from the Committee 
on Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of the 
owners and crew of the schooner Blooming Youtb; 
a bill for the relief of the owners and crew of the; 
schooner Dove, of Lippican; and a bill for the _re- 
lief of the owners and crew of the schooner Fio- 
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rilla: read twice, and referred to the Commitiee of 
the Whole House. ' 

Mr. R. also reported several Senate bils, with. 
out amendment. : 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands, reported a joint resolution in relation 
to bounty land patents: read a third time, and 


Mr. H. also made an adverse report upon the 
petition of Cadwallader Wallace. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Comnit- 
tee on Public Lands, reported a bill to confirm the 
sale of public lands in certain cases. Read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. T. also reported Senate bills “to perfect 
the titles to lands south of the Arkansas river, held 
under New Madrid locations, and pre-emption 
rights under the act of 1814,” and “An actin re- 
jation to the two per cent. fund of the State of 
Mississippi.” Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill to regulate the mode 
of paying over to the State of Alabama the two 

rcent. fund relinquished to said State by the act 
commonly known as the distribution act of 1841. 

Afier a short debate, in which Messrs. BRIGGS, 
CHAPMAN, GWIN, STANLY, and JACOB 
THOMPSON participated, the bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. i 


THE WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


Mr. J. P. KENNEDY said he was instructed 
by the Committee on Commerce to state that it was 
their desire that the warehousing bill should be 
taken up, and a day set apart for its consideration. 
As there appeared to be some doubt whether the 
House would consider the bill this session or not, 
he moved to make it the special order for this day 
week, for the purpose of testing the sense of the 
House as to their disposition to act uponit. He 
made the motion, and desired the vote on it to be 
considered as a test. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired if the motion 
was in order. 


The SPEAKER said it was not. 
Mr. J. P. KENNEDY said he would take an 


early opportunity of making the motion he had in- 
mated, 


THE DISTRICT BANKS. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Commitiee for 
the District of Columbia, said he was instructed to 
report a resolution to discharge the Committee of 
the Whole from the further consideration of the 
bill for the recharter of the District banks. He 


wished the vote on the resolution to be made a 
test vote. 


The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House be dis: 
charged from the further consideration of the bil} to extend the 


charters of the banks of the District of Columbia, being House 
bill No, 676, 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the resolu- 
tion be laid on the table, and asked the yeas and 
bays On the motion. 


They’were taken, and resulted—yeas 87, nays 
108, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers, Arrington, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, 
Borden, Bowne, Brewster, A. V, Brown, C. Brown, Burke, 
William O, Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Cald- 
well, John Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Daniel Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, 
Eastman, John Edwards, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gus- 
une, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave John- 
son, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Al- 
fred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Miller, Mitch- 
ell, Newhard, Partridge, Pickens, Plumer, Reed, Reding, Rey- 
nolds Riges, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shields, 
William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Stratton, Sweney, Jacob 
Thompson, Van Buren, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wood, and John Young—87. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
et Arnold, Averigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, Jeremiah Browa, Bur- 
nell, William Butler, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John C, Clark, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, coer, Crawford, Garrett Davis, Deber- 
Gant, g snaeaden, Fi os es ’ Telued, a: — 
’ ranger, Green, enry, How- 
ard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, 
Imac D. Jones, John P, Keneeds, King, Lane, McKennan, 
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Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Meriwether, Moore, Morris, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ram- 
sey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Rodney, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Alexander H. 
H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Troi, Trumbull 
Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Edwar 
D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, and Augustus 
Young—108. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution. He said to extend 
the charter of six banks in this District for ten 
years, without one moment’s consideration or debate, 
was an outrage upon all propriety in legislation. 

The resolution was then adopted—yeas 114, 
nays 98, as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Boardman, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, William Buuer, Calhoun, Phomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John b. Clark, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Crawford, Cushing, Garrett Davis, 
Deberry, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Halsted, Henry, Holmes, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, William Cost 
Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Mc- 
Kennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Bees Rod. 
ney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstal!, Shep- 
perd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, John - Stuart, Summers, Talia- 
ferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, and Augustus 
Young—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birds- 
eye, Blair, Bowne, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Chas. Brown, 
Burke, Wiliiam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Doan, Eastman,John C,. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John 
G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer, Wil- 
liam ©, Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. TIogersol!l, William W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, 
Mathews, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Newhard, Parmenter, Par- 
tridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Read, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Sewell, Shields, Steen. 
rod, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Trotti, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. Williams, 
and John Young—98. 


Mr. J. CAMPBELL rose, to move that the bill 
649 be made the special order of the day for Thurs- 
day next, 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order to 
make that motion, unless by general consent. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL hoped general consent 
would be given; for the bill was a very important 
one. [[t was understood to be the bill to suspend 
the operation of the districting section of the ap- 
portionment bill, under the late census. } 

Mr. BARNARD appealed to the gentleman from 
South Carolina to allow committees to be called 
for reports, before he introduced his motion. 

The SPEAKER said the calling of committees 
for reports was the business in order; and he con- 
tinued the call, beginning with the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a joint resolution relating to 
certain public property purchased for the United 
States in the city of Detroit. It was read twice, 
and ordered to be printed. 


JESSE HOYT. 
Mr. BARNARD said he was direcied by the 
Committee on the Judjciary to report a resolution 
for the printing of the memorial of Jesse Hoyt, 


Mr. BOARDMAN requested permission io make 
a personal explanation en that subject, as he had 
been abused by that man [Jesse Hoyt] in the news- 
papers. He then went on, by general consent, to 
make some statements of the reasons he had for 
offering a resolution in this House on this subject 
at the last session, as Jesse Hoyt had attributed to 
him unworthy motives. He read extracts from 
the reports of the commissioners who were sent to 
investigate the affairs of the New York custorg- 
house; from which he found that Jesse Hoy,—a 
man who was guilty of robbing the public treas- 
ury—had, in his character of colleciag, charged 
$201,508 in addition to his other fees gjlowed by 
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the Government; and he had wished to know if the 
Government was in the habit of allowing such 
charges. He said he could not have had any per- 
sonal object in abusing Jesse Hoyt, for he did not 
even know the man, though he believed he was 
introduced to him some years ago, when Jesse 
Hoyt bore the character of an honest man; but 
that was a long time ago. This explanation which 
he now made was, perhaps, unnecessary; and for 
occupying the time of the House with it, pertiaps 
he ought to apologise; for the abuse of a rogue 
like Jesse Hoyt—who was cast off even by the sub- 
terranean Locofoco Democracy ef New York, at- 
tached as they were to plunder—could affect no 
honest man. 

Mr. BARNARD said the letter to which the 
gentleman from Connecticut referred—which had 
been published in the public papers—was oné 
which no decent man could countenance; but the 
memorial (the printing of which he now moved) was 
respectful in its character. 

Mr. ARNOLD interrupted the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Barnarp,] who was proceeding 
with his remarks, and said the debate was useiess. 

e inquired if the morning hour had not expired, 
and expressed his anxiety that the House would 
not consume its time with useless discussions, 
when the day ought to be devoted to the special or- 
der—which was his bill No. 548. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Tennessee that committees were called for reports 
by general consent. 

After some few observations from several gen- 
tlemen, the question of printing was negatived, 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, reported a Senate bill without amendment. 
It was an act altering the time of holding the cir- 
cuit courts of the district of Connecticut; ani! as it 
was unobjectionable, it was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. ARNOLD then moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON desired the gentleman 
to withdraw the motion, to enable him (Mr. Cave 
Jounson) to make a report from the Select Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment. 

Mr. EVERETT rose to a privileged question, 
amidst great confusion; and some explanation en- 
sued between him and the Speaker, which was not 
audible at the reporter’s desk. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BONDS. 


Mr. GWIN rose, and desired permission to 
make a few remarks, which were of an explanato- 
ry character. 

Mr. ARNOLD said there were at least twenty 
gentlemen who desired the floor; and he could not 
yield. 

He, however, afterwards consented, on an ex- 
planation of Mr. Gwin’s objeci. 

Mr. GWIN asked the indulgence of the House 
amoment toenable him to reply to some state- 
ments made by the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Grancer] on Saturday last, as reported in 
the Intelligencer of yesterday morning. He would 
remark that, from the noise around him during 
the time the gentleman was addressing the House, 
he had not heard the gentleman make the state- 
ments as they are reported, or he would have cor- 
rected them at the time. The gentleman is report- 
ed to have said: 

“Mr. Granaer came not here to speak with disrespect of 
any man who had been elevated to the chief magiatracy of one 
of the States of this confederacy; but let gentlemen, after the 
execution of these bonds—after the sale, delivery, and receipt 
of the $5,000,000—turn to the message of Governor McNut 
and what did they find? That he had yielded his individua 
opinions to the voice of the people of Mississippi! The bonds 
had been issued; there was no pretence that the $5,000,000 had 
not been received; but when the pay day came, the morality of 
Mississippi pocketed the $5,000,000, and started back with holy 
horror at the idea of paying what they had received!” 

Sir, (said Mr. Gwin,) this statement is a tissue 
of misrepresentations of fact—no doubt uninten- 
tional. The expression attributed. to Governor 
McNutt was made in reference to signing the bank 
charter, and not to the sale of the bonds. As to 
the statement that there was no pretence that the 
five millions of dollars bad not been received, the 
gentleman is entirely mistaken. It is not the 
fact—not a word of it; for the main ground taken 
by the party in that State who are opposed to as- 
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suming the payment of these bonds, is, that the 
money was never received by the State, but by the 
bank; for whose acts and debts the Siate is not lia- 
ble, as the act under which it was organized is un- 
constitutional and of no effect, so far as the liabili- 
ty of the Siate is concerned. As to having pocket- 
ed the five millions, and starting back with horror 
when pay-day came, there is more poetry than 
trath in it. The State bas always been willing to 
appropriate every dollar of the arsets of the bank 
to the payment of the bonds, except that portion 
which has been paid to the bank by repudiation 
under the bankrupt law, and thus passed out of the 
control of the bank. He presumed the gentleman 
entertained no holy horror at thus destroying the 
means of the bank to pay these bonds, to the 
amount of one or (wo millions of dollars. 

The gentleman stated further, that the bonds 
were sold above par. This is not the fact. They 
were sold under par, if gold and silver was to be 
the standard, and on a credit; in both respects vio- 
lating the unconstitutional supplement under which 
they were issued. ‘The bank sold her checks upon 
this fund ata premium, it is true, inexchange for 
her irredeemable depreciated paper. She first dis» 
honored her paper, and then shaved the holders in 
selling her checks; and this is called selling her 
bonds above par. 

He would detain the House no longer at present; 
yet he would, before the session closed, pay his re- 
spects to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
GRanGeER,] as a teacher of moralsto the State of 
Mississipp), as it may be instructive to the people 
of that State to know who the honor-and-dignity 
party there had selected as their champion here. 


Mr. GRANGER said, before he proceeded to 
comment on the remarks of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, he would make a remark on another 
subject. He then quoted from the published re- 
ports of the debate between himself and the gentle- 
man from Mississippi on a previous day. 

Mr. G. then went on to say that he wished his 
disclaimer to be broad. He considered the matter 
as past. Unless his disclaimer had been made 
in good faith, it would not have been made at al). 
His remarks were made after fuil advisement; and, 
had his intention been to insult the gentleman from 
Mississippi, no disclaimer whatever would have 
been offered. 


Mr. GWIN wished to know whether he was to 
understand the gentleman as having said or im- 

lied anything derogatory to bim. 

Mr. GRANGER said he did not mean to attack 
the character of the gent'leman from Mississippi. 
He wished the House and the nation to pass upon 
what had occurred between them. 

Mr. GWIN said he wished to know distinetly, 
inasmuch as the gentleman had alluded to the sub- 
jec!, whether he atiributed to bim any condaci un- 
becoming a member ef the House of Representa- 
tives and a gentleman. 

Mr. GRANGER said, no; he did not intend to 
assail, in any manner, the conduct or motives ef 
the gentleman from Mississippi. He further stated 
that he felt it due to himself to say that the word 
“brag,” at the conclusion of his printed speech, 
was not used by him. 

Mr. THOMPEON of Mississippi (Mr. Granoer 
yielding the floors) said he wished to call the atien- 
tion of the gentleman from New York to other 
portions of his reported reanarks. That gentleman 
stated that, in making the motion he dida few 
days since, his (Mr. T.'s) objects were two-fold: 
one was to get upa political excitement; the other 
was to bring into disrepute the credit of the United 
States. Now (Mr. T. said) he was incapable of 
activg im his representative capacity with any such 
objects or motives. His whole course in this 
House was a refutation of the charges; and to 
make such gilegatiousS was doing him ea manifest in- 
justice, 

Mr. GRANGER said he did suppose that 
the gentleman wished to get up a political dis- 
cussion upon this subject, and he also supposed 
that the gentleman wished, by getting up such a dis- 
cussion, to throw upon the majority in Congress the 
responsibility of baving brought the credit of the 
Government of the United States into disrepute. 
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\" Mr. THOMPSON rose anu said that, in thus 


supposing, he supposed what was false. 

Mr. GRANGER. What did you say? 

Mr. THOMPSON said that, in supposing him 
to act with the imputed objects, he [Mr. Granagr] 
supposed what was false. 

Mr. GRANGER resumed, and proceeded to vin- 
dicate himself from the charge that he had un- 
justly declared that, alter receiving $5,000,000 
upon bonds sold, the State of Mississippi had repu- 
diated those very bonds. He had stated no more 
than what he could prove. He had stated that, 
under the laws of Mississippi, the Governor of that 
State was authorized to sign a large amount of the 
bonds of the Union Bank, and to subscribe to 
$5,000,000 of the stock of that institution. The 
Governor did sign the bonds, and did subscribe to 
the stock of the bank. The bonds—to the amount 
of $5,000,000—were sold, and the money paid, 


and became the capital of the bank. The bonds” 


were sold for $5,080,000; being a premium of 
$80,000. 

My. GWIN rose to make a correction. The 
bank issued post notes, which were irredeemable, 
and under par. It sold its checks on the Bank of 
the United States for irredeemable paper, which 
never was at par with gold and silver. The bonds 
were sold under par, and payment received in irre- 
deemable paper, contrary to law, and in violation 
both of the charter of the bank, and of the supple- 
mental charter, which was passed subsequently. 

Mr. GRANGER resumed, and disclaimed the 
idea of mtending to speak disrespectfully of the 
Governor of any State in the Union. He then 
went into an examination of the condition and his- 
tory of the Union Bank of Mississippi—contending 
that the supplemental charter, now so universally 
condemned, was passed by 14 Whigs and 36 Dem- 
ocrats. lis charter was signed by the Governor; 
and subsequently he signed $5,000,000 of bonds, 
in accordance with that charter. The bonds were 
sold, and the money received into the Union Bank. 
How did the authorities of Mississippi then treat 
thie institution? They recognised it as a bank, 
and declared that the dividends on the $5,000,000 
should go towards internal improvement and edu- 
cation. Subsequently, the State borrowed $75,000 
of the bank, and then $25,000 more. It caused 
certain lots in Jackson city to be sold, and received 
in payment promissory notes, which it caused to be 
discounted as mercantile paper at this same Union 
Bank. Mr. G. read from the message of Gov. 
McNutt in 1841, in which the Governor treated of 
the finances of the State, and the transactions with 
the Union Bank. It would be perceived, by read- 
ing the message, that the Governor declared that he 
had yielded to.the public will in what he had 
done. 


Mr. GWIWN said that the Governor did not al- 
lude to the sale of the bonds, when he said he had 
yielded to the public will, contrary to his own opin- 
ions; but referred to bis having signed the charter 
of the bank. 

Mr. GRANGER resumed, and reiterated the pe- 
sitions which he had previously assumed. He 
contended that the Governor had signed the bonds, 
and complained that he had to bear the odium of 
acts which he did not sanctidn. He read a letter, 
written in May, in which it was stated that the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] —who was 
to be the bearer—would explain the causes of the 
non-payment of the bonds, &c. 

Mr. GWIWN said that the letter referred to by the 
ecrileman was written by Judge Turner, of the 
Supreme Court of Mississippi. He (Mr. G.) had 
never heard of it until it appeared in print. 
The judge wrote to bim, after the publication, ask- 
ing ifhe (Mr. G.) recollected having carried the 
letter, and also whether he remembered having a 
conversa‘ion with him (Jadge T.) upon the sub. 
ject; to which be replied, that he recojlected neither 
the one nor the other. 

Mr. GRANGER said the letter to which he re- 
ferred was written to show thatthe Unien Bank 
never received but $5,000,000 on the bonds. 

Mr. GWIN said the letter was written after the 
bonds were issued. 

Mr. GRANGER said it was true; but the Gover- 
nor signed the bonds. 


Mr. GWIN. Nobody doubts that. 

Mr. GRANGER resumed, and, after some far. 
ther remarks, concluded by saying that, had the Siaig 
of Mississippi, yielding to the force of hard tj 
asked the world fortime to pay her obligations 
instead of repudiating them, ber action would no; 
have had the disastrous effect on the credit of the 
country which was now experienced. 

Here Mr. ARNOLD rose and claimed the fioor, 

Mr. GWIN wished five minutes to explain, 

Mr. ARNOLD declined yielding. 


RETRENCHMENT. 


Mr. ARNOLD moved that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be dischargeq 
from the further consideration of bill No. 548, in 
order that it might be acted on in the House a: 


once. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the adoption of 
this motion would preclude all opportunity for 
amendment. He proposed to the gentleman to 
withdraw his motion and submit a resolution, that 
the Committee of the Whole shall proceed at 3 
o’clock this day to vote upon all amendments 
offered, or that may be offered, to the bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD accepted of the proposition. 

The resolution for taking the bill out of commit. 
tee at 3 o’clock to-day was then agreed to—ayes 
92, noes 78. 

On motion of Mr. ARNOLD the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Briaes in the chair.] 

House bill No. 548, “A bill to reduce the com. 
pensation to the members of the Senate, members 
of the House of Representatives, and to the dele- 
gates of the Territeries, and repealing all the laws 
on the subject,” was taken up, and read through, 
together with the amendments made thereto by the 
Select Committee, to whom it had been referred at 
tbe last session of Congress. 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. GWIN offered the following as a substitute 
for the bill; which was read for information: 


A BILL to retrench the expenditures of the Government of the 
United States. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assemb 
That, from and after the 30th day of June next, the pay 
emoluments of all offices existing on the 4th day of March, (in- 
clusive,) 1825, under the Government of the United States. 
whether civil, military, or naval, which have been increased 
since that period, shal) he reduced to the rate at which they 
then were: Provided, That, in every case where the pay and 
emoluments of avy office have been reduced since the 4th day 
of March, 1825, this act shall not be so construed asto change 
such reduction. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That, from and after the 
30th day of June next, the pay and emoluments of every office 
under the Government of the United States, whether civil, mili- 
tary, or naval, created since the 4th of March, 1825, shall be 
reduced at the rate of twenty per centum. . 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no officer under 
the Government of the United States shall be allowed any extra 
compensation whatever. 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That, whenever the ses- 
sien of Congress shal! be protracted beyond five months, the 
per diem pay of the members thereof, thereafter, shall be at the 
rate of four dollars. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws inconsistent with this act be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 


Mr. HUNT also offered the following as a sub- 
stitute for the bill, which was read for informa- 
tion: 


Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That, instead of the daily compensation now allowed by law, 
there shall be paid, annually, to the Senators, Representatives, 
and Delegates from Territories, of every future Congress of 
the United States, the oe oa, respectively, that is to 
say: To the President of the Senate pro tempore, when there 
is no Vice President, and to the Speaker of thg House of Rep- 
resentatives, three thousand dollars each; to each Senator, 
(other than the President pro tempore, as aforesaid,) member 
of the House of Representatives, (other than the Speaker,) 
and Delegate, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That, in addition to the 
pay provided for in the first section of this act, each Senator, 
at every session of Cong and every meeting of the Senate 
in the recess of Congress, after the 3d day of March, 1843, shall 
be allowed and paid four dollars for every twenty miles of es- 
timated distance, 7 the most usual road, from his place of resi- 
dence to the seat of Congress, at the consmencement and end of 
every such session and meeting; and each Representative and 
Delegate of every future Congress shall be allowed and paid 
four dollars for ony twenty miles of estimated distance, by 
the most usval road, from his place of residence to the seat of 
Congress, at the commencement and end of every such session; 
and the aforesaid allowances shall be certified and paid, in the 
same nnn as the oe com tion and travel fees to 
members of Congress have heretofore been. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 


of acts, on the of compensation to members of the Sen- 
ate and of the Ho se orn etncives, and Detagaienof Te 











and thesame are hereby, repealed, from and after 
ronieay of March, 1843. . 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS asked leave to offer 
an amendment. 

Mr. CUSHING observed that there would be 
time enough (o offer amendments after the debate 
pad closed. All these amendments were consu- 
ming the short time allowed for debate, and he 
gust object to any more of them. 

The CHAIR then stated that the bill having 
been referred to a select committee, and reported 
back, with amendments, by that committee, the 

lar order of proceeding would be, first to pass 

on the amendments of the committee, and such 

amendments as might be offered to them; and then 

to consider such amendments as might be offered 
members of the House. 

The amendments of the committee were then 
read; and the question was put on the first amend- 
ment proposed, substituting the 5th day of Decem- 
ber next for the Ist day of November, [the time 
the bill isto go into operation,] and decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. MOORE offered several amendments, which 
were not heard; but the Chair decided them to be 
out of order. 

Mr. CUSHING moved to strike out the first 
section of the bill; but the Chair decided the 
amendment not to be in order. 

Afier a conversation on points of order by Messrs. 
CUSHING, MOORE, ARNOLD, BARNARD, 
and the CHAIR, daring which there was a good 
deal of noise and confusion, and no practical 

ult, ° 
Mr. CUSHING moved that the committee rise; 
which motion was rejected—ayes 70, noes 73. 

Mr. CUSHING then moved that the commitiee 
rise and report the bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD claimed the floor, and said he 
would not yield it for any such motion. The gen- 
leman night go on and discuss the pending 
amendment if he pleased. 

Mr. CUSHING inquired of the Chair whether 
in this amendment he might discuss the question 
of the compensation of members of Congress 
generally. 

The CHAIR said it would not be in order to do 
$0, 


Mr. CUSHING. Then I understand there is no 
way of discussipg the merits of this bill. 

The question was then put on the next amend- 
ment, which was to insert the word “mileage” in 
the 20th line, so as to make the sentence read 
“No Senator shall be allowed for mileage a sum 
exceeding six dollars per day”—but no quorum 
voting 


The CHAIR made a count of the House, and 
ascertained that a quorum was present. 


Mr.HOLMES then offered an amendment to 
the amendment, providing that no member of Con- 
gress shall receive a greater sum for mileage than 
his reasonable travelling expenses from the place 
of his residence to the seat of Government, to- 
gether with ¢8 per day for every day’s travel. 


The CHAIRMAN inquired where the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina was 
intended to come in. 


Mr. HOLMES replied. Anywhere you may 
think proper. 

Mr. ARNOLD said if the amendment did not 
apply, he should object. 

Mr. HOLMES suggested that it should come in 
after the word “mileage.” 

Great confusion ensued, in the course of which 
many gentlemen were on the floor speaking at 
the same time. Ultimately the committee agreed 
lorise, and the committee rose accordingly at 
half past 1 o’cleck, and reported progress. 

: Mr. CUSHING then rose to a privileged ques- 
on. 


he. SPEAKER inquired if it was of a personal 
ure. 

Mr. CUSHING replied that the Chair would 
jadge when he had made his motion; but be should 
have the opportunity to appeal, if the Chair should 

de against him. He then moved a reconsid- 
eration of the vote by which it was agreed to fix on 
three o'clock to terminate debate in committee of 
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the whole; and on that he moved the previous 
question, and called for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the motion 
for the previous question; and there was a second, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. CUSHING withdrew the call for the yeas 
and nays, but it was renewed in another quarter, 
and they were ordered. The yeasand nays were 
then taken, and the motion to reconsider was nega- 
tived—yeas 82, nays 110, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Black, 
Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Charies Brown, Burke, William 
Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, Cary, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. 
Coeper, Edward Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Gerry, Gilmer, 
Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Howard, Hubard, Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, William W. Irwin, John W. Jones, Keim, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Robert McClellan, {McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Al- 
fred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medii!, Mil- 
ler, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Pickens, Piumer, Read, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shields, Stade, William 


Smith, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, 


Trotti, Van Buren, Ward, Westhrook, Joseph L. White, 


Winthrop, Wise, and Wood--S2, 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Boardman, Briggs, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, John 
Campbell], Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbe}!, Caruth- 
ers, Casey, Chapman, John C. Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cra- 
vens, Crawford, Garrett. Davis, Dean, Deberry, John Ed- 
wards, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Fillmore, For- 
nance, Gambie, Gates, Gentry, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, Hays, Henry, Houck, Houston, 
Hudson, J. R. Ingersoll. James, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lewis, Linn, Abraham 
McClelian, McKay, McKennan, Thomas F. Marsha!!, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, 
en Morris, Morrow, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ran- 
doiph, Rayner, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rodney, Wil- 
liam Russell, Jamces M. Russell, Saunders, Sewell, Shepperd, 
Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Alexander H. H. 
Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, 
Weller, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph 
L, Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—110. 

Mr. MALLORY moved a call of the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD was understood to deprecate that 
motion as unnecessary, and as a dodging of the 
question. 

Mr. MALLORY said he never dodged anything; 
he always sailed under an open flag. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Then meet the question now. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will meet it now, and else- 
where, too. 

The SPEAKER called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. MALLORY called for tellers on his call for 
the yeas and nays; and Messrs. WeLuLeR and 
BoaRPMAN Were appointed; and they reported a 
majority in favor of the yeas and nays; which be- 
ing taken, resulted thus—yeas 65, nays 130. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole: agreed to. 

The SPEAKER called Mr. Gitmer to the 
chair. 


Mr. GILMER asked to be excused. He could 
not undertake to keep order in the present state of 
the committee. Besides, he wished to coffer some 
amendments himself. 

Mr. Unperwoop was then called to the chair, 
and the committee immediately resumed the con- 
sideration of bill No. 548. 

Mr. ARNOLD claimed the floor. 

Mr. HOLMES rose to a question of order, claim- 
ing the floof upon an amendment which he offered 
when the committee was last in session. 


After some debate, in which Messrs. BRIGGS, 
HOLMES, BOWNE, ARNOLD, and the CHAIR- 
MAN participated, it was decided that Mr. 
Hotmes might proceed. 

The amendment offered by Mr. H. provided that 
no member of Congress shall receive for mileage 
a sum greater than his actual expenses in travel: 
ling to and from the seat of Government, and $3 
per diem during the time occupied in so travelling. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, although the amend- 
ment would make the section read very awk- 
wardly, he ruled it admissible, as germane to the 
subject. 

Mr. HOLMES said he did not care much 
whether the bill was to be passed in a symmetrical! 
form or not. He went for the reform of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ARNOLD;] and the only 
fault which he had to find with it was, that it did 
not reach the ultima thule. He was perfectly con- 
vinced that the present was the time to cut down the 
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expenditures of this Government. If the opportu- 
nity was now lost to make a deep incision, Con- 
gress would never have it in their power again. 
The expenses of Congress were now so large, that 
he wondered the people continved to submit to 
them. He would not speak of their per diem, bat ° 
to the exorbitant mileage. Whether the pay were 
fixed at eight or at six dollars a day, it would al- 
ways give Western members an adequate sum. 
But this reduction wou!d put others residing nearer 
the seat of Government in an awkward predica- 
ment. The main feature of a republican govern- 
ment was equality. Now, he should not feel him- 
self upon an equalily with many members, did he 
come here with as !ow a compensation as §6 a 
day. He argued that members residing near 
were liab'e to expenses, in exercising the rites of 
hospitality to their constituents, who frequently 
visited Washington, which members ata distance 
did not bave to incur. 

He also objected to the mileage now allowed, 
because it practised a deception upon the people, 
who supposed that members received only enough 
to pay their expenses, and give them a decent sup- 
port. Atcording to the bill now before the com- 
mittee, they were yet to receive $6 for every 20 
miles travelled. Now, the railroad cars would 
carry them 282 miles a day; which number, divided 
by 20, and multiplied by 6, would give the 
amount received for one day’s travel in the cars— 
$84. He was for cutting down the mileage of the 
members. 

As for cutting down the salaries of the cabinet 
ministers residing in Washington, he thought it 
unjust. Their present salary of $6,000, as many 
gentlemen on that fl or knew, was wholly inade- 
quate. He did not think they should be sheared of 
the little ability they now pessessed to contribute 
to the hospitalities of the metropolis, and render 
our Government, through themselves, respectable 
in the eyes of foreign ministers, The gentleman 
who introduced the bill was estopped by the Con- 
stitution from making it applicable to the President 
and the judges. Was it not equally improper to 
cut down the salaries of the cabinet ministers, who 
bore a near relation to the President, and who 
had to remain bere, not a few months, but all the 
year, and live independent of their business at 
home? They could not, like members of Con- 
gress, return to their farms, their merchandise, or 
their professions; but were compelled to remain ali 
the year in an expensive town; therefore it was 
that he thought it would be extremely unjast to 
cut down their present salaries 20 per cent. 


He begged the gentleman from Tennessee to as- 
sentto his amendment and his suggestions, since he 
would thereby, in case of the passage of the bill, 
achieve a great triumph. The bill would ent off 
about $2,000,000 from the expenses of the Govern- 
ment. If the gentleman did not assent to his 
amendment for reducing the mileage-—coming, as he 
did, from a remote section of the Union, and there- 
fore entitled to draw a heavy mileage—he would 
subject himself to the imputation of inconsistency. 
He declared here, in his place, that all the coun- 
try demanded a retrenchment. What he protested 
against was, the cutting off afew of the outer 
branches of the tree. Unless it received an effect- 
ual pruning, it would not be in proportion to the 
roots which supported it, and which were now 
weak and decayed. Gentlemen must either con- 
sent to bring down the tariff to a revenue standard, 
or else reduce the expenditures of the Government 
to the measure of its revenue. 

Now he observed, with great satisfaction, that 
the House received, yesterday, a communication 
from the President of the United Siates, and had it 
instantly referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. He was to judge, from that, that there 
were reformers on both sides of the House, willing 
to take the suggestions of the President, and to 
look into the present state of the country, and see 
whether its institutions can be preserved. He re- 
joiced that the Committee of Ways and Means 
had shaken off from themselves that indolence of 
responsibility which had bitherto kept them inac- 
tive, and were now about to take this matter in 
hand, and investigate it thoroughly. He hoped 
they would soon recommend some practical meas- 
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ure, and not suffer this Congress to adjourn without 
bringing in a tariff sufficient to meet the expendi- 


| 


tares of the Government; and that’ they would | 


bring down those expenditures to a revenue tariff. 
He hoped that they would, disregarding particular 
or sectional interests—ihe interesis of the hemp 
grower or the cotton manufacturer—provide for 
the economical expenditures of the Government, 
by laying the burdens of taxation equally on all. 
It was but six months ago that it was predicted by 
the gentleman from Boston [Mr. Winrnaor) that 
the present tariff would produce a revenue of 
twenty-six millions; and the result bad proved that 
the sacrifice then made of the interests of the many 
for the benefit of a few, bad greatly aggravated 
the financial embarrassments of the Government. 
\. Mr. CUSHING observed that he should speak 
to the limited question embraced in the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Hoimes.] He did not believe that any portion of 
the people of the United States called for a reduc- 
tion of the compensation of members of Congress, 
either in regard to their per diem or mileage; an® 
he begged leave to call the atiention of the com- 
mittee to the remarkable fact, that they were at the 
very close of the session, with the prospect that but 
asmall minority of the present members of the 
House would ever come back again. They were, 
therefore, legisiating for their successors, and not 
and 


for themselves; reducivg nol their own 
compensation, but that of those who were 
to come afier them. He utterly rejected the 


idea that, in consideration of any existung straits 
in the treasury, they should refuse adequate cem- 
pensation to members of Congress, seeing that that 
treasury belonged to a rich, powerful, and growing 
people, both able and willing to pay their servants 
a fair and just compensation for their services. He 
denied that the compensation al present paid was 
too much. The Government of the United States 
was administered upon the assumption that its offi- 
cers should be paid for their services, and not suf- 
fered,as in other Governments, to serve without 
pay, and derive their compensation from perqui- 
sites, or other indirect means. If members of Con- 
gress were not paid for their services, that hall 
would be filled, as was the case with the British 
House of Commons, with an opulent aristocracy, 
and those who were dependent on them. And if, 
again, they were to receive an inadequate compen- 
sation, the result would be the same, by compelling 
those who were poor to retire, and leave the way 
open to their richer competitors. It was a mis- 
take, then, to suppose that the reduction of the 
pay of members of Congress was a Democratic 
measure. On the contrary, nothing could be more 
opposed to the principles of Democracy; for it 
would throw that House and its legislation into the 
hands of an aristocracy. 

Mr. BEESON said the few minutes remaining 
would afford him timeto define his main position 
on the bill. It was this: The expenditures of the 
Government must be brought within its means. 
That was a fixed fact—quite as redoubtable as any 
fixed fact which had of late been brought to their 
notice. His disliketoa reduction of the pay cf 
gocd public servants (and such they certainly were 
in the mass) was great; but his dislike to the run- 
ning up any higher on the people our heavy public 
debt and taxes was still greater. We arein great dis- 
tress, public and private. By some kind of hocus po- 
cus, we have been brought to this condition without 
the intervention of war, famine, or pestilence. Yes, 
we have been brought to the age of “iron money 
and black broth,” as it was foretold we should be; 
but not by the Democratic hard-money policy, as 
a Coon prophet, in 1840, falsely asserted. The 
journals of this Congress would show what party 
it was who, in the name of paper money and high 
wages, go far no money and almost no wages; 
who, on the question of resumption of pay- 
ment by the banks of this District, decided, 
substantially, that resumption here should de- 
pend on resumption nowhere. The record shows 
that an act of Congress had made the resumption 
of the District banks todepend on the resamption 
of the banks of Baltimore and Richmond. The 
Baltimore banks resumed in their own good time, 
but not in gocd time for the banks of this District. 
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No, indeed; they must be tiakered so as to make 
resumption here dependent on resumption at Rich- 
mond; which was in principle, he repeated, to make 
resumption here depend on resumption nowhere. 
This was but one step in that learned policy, which, 
by expanding the currency in the ratio of ten nom- 
inal dollars to one real dollar, and then contracting 
it as much, had robbed the people of hundreds of 
millions of property, and the Government of its 
revenue, and brought back, with a vengeance, the 
age of iron-money and black broth. Hear the 
time expired. 

The time having arrived for terminating debate, 
the committee proceeded to act on the amend- 
ments to the first section, which was in these 
words: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, 
That, at every session of Congress, and every meeting of the 
Senate in the recess of Congress, after the[ fifth day of Decem 
ber next] first day of November nest, each Senator shall be 
entitled to receive six dollars for every day he shall attend the 
Senate, and shall also be allowed six dollars for every twenty 
miles of estimated distance by the most usual road from his 
place of residence to the seat of Congress, at the commence- 
ment and end of every such session and meeting; and in case 
any member of the Senate shall be detained by sickness on his 
journey to or from such session or meeting, or after his arrival, 
or shall be unable toattend the Senate, he shall be entitled to 
the same daily allowance. And the President of the Senate 
pro tempore, when the Vice-President shall be absent, or 
when his office shall be vacant, shall, during the period of his 
service, receive an addition to his compensation asa member of 
the Senate, six dollars for every day he shal! attend the Senate: 
Provided, always, That no Senator shall be allowed for mile- 
age asum exceeding the rate of six dollars per day from the 
end of one such session or meeting to the time of taking his seat 
inanother, except he shall have actually travelled the entire 
distance for twhich such mileage is allowed: And provided,also, 
That it shall be the duty of such Senator, when he applies to the 
President of the Senate for a check, or to have his account cer- 
tified, to state the number of days he has actually attended, and 
also the number of days he has been absent, and whether said 
absence was owing to sickness or otherwise; and unless such 
member shall certify that he was absent by reason of sickness 
of himself or family, or by leave of the House, it shall be the 
duty of the President to give him a check or certificate only for 
the time he actualiy attended. 

{Notg.—Parts to be stricken outas recommended by the Se- 
lect Committee to which this bill was referred, are printed with- 
in brackets, and insertions in italics. ] 


The first question was on the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Hormes,} 
which is given above; on which tellers were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Cave Jonnson and Titiine- 
HAST were appointed; and they reported 98 in the 
affirmative, and 64 in the negative. 

The amendment to the amendment was, there- 
fore, agreed to; and the amendment as amended 
was agreed to. 

Mr. MERIWETHER hoped the chairman 
would call the House to order; for there was so 
much confusion, that he could not hear what the 
committee was doing. He hoped gentlemen would 
be called upon to take their seats. 

An amendment was moved—but by whom could 
not be learned—to allow no Senator more than 
$300 for mileage for any one session. 

The amendment was agreed to; 102 voting in 
the affirmative, and 68 in the negative. 

Mr. WISE said that he had an amendment, 
which be wished to come in as an additional pro- 
viso. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Chairman, we cannot 
hear a solitary word. [Roars of laughter.] They 
are laughing here like hyenas. [Renewed laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr. WISE repeated that he had an amendment 
to come in, by way cof proviso: Provided that, 
besides his pay, no Senator shall be aliowed— 

Mr. ARNOLD. Mr: Chairman, this question is 
not debatable. [Great laughter and confusion.] I 


object, Mr. Chairman, to this debate. [Renewed 
laughter. } 
Mr. WISE. Iam not debating it. I am dic- 


tating my amendment to the Clerk. 


Provided, further, That, besides his pay, no Sen- 
ator shall be allowed [cries of “roast beef’) any 
rations [cries of “whether was it beef or not”’] in 
kind, other than beef—(hisses. ] 

Mr. ARNOLD. Oh, let him go on. 

Mr. WISE in continuation—not roasted, |laugh- 
ter,] and not to exceed a cost of $2. [Loud and 
long continued roars of laughter. ] 

Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Chairman, I have an 
amendment to the amendment; it is as follows: 
Except “the guard,” who are to receive foreign 


missions after the 4th March next. 
— 

tr. WISE. Mr. Chairman, I rise tog : 
of order. [(Laughter.] I move a further amet 
ment to except the Senate, where there is no mem 
ber of the guard. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN decided all these amendment; 
to be out of order. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Chairman, order must b. 
restored, for we cannot hear a word. [Lavghier,) 
Gentlemen are designing—I charee, sir, that the 
are designedly making a noise. [Renewed laugh. 
ter, cries of “order,” and the loud hum of voices 
Thope, sir, the Chair will preserve order, or we 
mast stop. [Laughter in all parts of the Hons 

The CHAIRMAN then announced the question 
to be on the amendment recommended by the com. 
mittee, as follows: “Provided, always, That no 
Senator shall be allowed for mileage a sum exceed. 
ing the rate of six dollars per day, from the end of 
one such session or meeting to the time of his 
taking his seat in another, except he shall have q. 
tually tvavelled the entire distance for which such 
mileage is allowed.” , 

Mr. ARNOLD hoped that amendment would be 
adopted, for it was a very good one. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN then stated that the question 
was on the amendment recommended by the com. 
mittee to the proviso, which requires each Senator, 
when he applies to the President of the Senate for 
a check, or to have his account certified, to state 
the number of days he has actually attended; and 
also the number of days he has been absent, and 
whether said absence was owing to sickness, or 
otherwise; and unless such member shall certify 
that he was absent by reason of sickness of himself 
or family, or by leave of the House, it shall be the 
duty of the President to give him a check or cer- 
tificate only for the time he actually attended. 

[The amendment was the words printed in 
italic.) 

Mr. MOORE rose to move an amendment; but, 
in the confused state of the House, his object was 
not distinctly heard. It was understood, how- 
ever, to be a motion to strike out that entire pro- 
viso. 

Mr. BRIGGS was heard addressing the Chair, 
above the noise which prevailed, but not a word 
was distinguishable at the reporter’s desk. 


Mr. EVERETT was understood to move to 
strike out the words “of himself or family, or by 
leave ef the House.” 

Here was a loud cry of ‘‘read the section as it 
now stands amended.” 

The Clerk read it accordingly; and the strange 
admixture of anomalous and contradictory matter 
of which it was composed, elicited roars of Jaugh- 
ter; especially that part which required a Senator 
to certify that, when absent, his absence was by 
reason of sickness of himself or family, or by leave 
of the House; thus making his payment for days 
on which he might be absent, in some cases, de- 
pendent on his ability to show that he was absent 
from the Senate by leave of the House of Represent: 
alives. 

The CHAIRMAN put the question on striking 
out the words, “of himself or family, or by leave 
of the House,” and he decided that he believed the 
motion to be Jost. 

A division was called for. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT;,suggested an amendment, to 
strike out the word “House,” and insert “Senate.” 
{Loud cries of “No, no.”] 

The amendment was negatived; and the amend 
ment proposed by the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. HASTINGS was understood to move to 
strike out all the section, and insert a subsiiule 
which he had prepared; and which provided that, 
from the commencement of the present session of 
Congress, and henceforth, each Senator should re 
ceive $6 per diem, and $4 for every twenty miles 
tiavelling, to be by the usual route; and that, of 
taking the oath at the commencement of the ses 
sion, they should be sworn to restrain the franking 
privilege to letters on such Senators’ own business, 
or the extension of liberty by the circulation of 
documents, &c.; and providing further, that the 
soldiers of the army and the sailors of the navy 
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mir. WISE asked for tellers on that amendment. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Does the Chair decide that 
that is in order? 

The CHAJRMAN said the latter, part certainly, 
was notin order. 

Mr. WISE. Oh! that’s the best part of it. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he understood it was not in 
order to move to strike outall after the enacting 
clause, until the bill had been gone through. 

Mr. WISE said this amendment only proposed 
to insert a substitute for a section, and not for the 
entire bill. 

Great confusion ensued, in the course of which it 
was anderstood that Mr. MOORE moved to strike 
out “six dollars as the per diem of Senators, and 
insert $7,” to make it correspond with other por- 
tions of the bill. 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. MOORE was then understood to move to 
strike out the last proviso. The motion was nega- 

ves. 

' Mr, WISE moved to strike out the word ‘*six” 
wherever it occurred in that section, and insert 
“four,” thereby proposing to reduce the per diem 


to $4. 

Piers were called for, and ordered on this 
amendment, and Messrs. Cotes and REYNOLDs 
were appointed; and they reported 56 in the affir- 
mative, and 82 in the negative. The motion was 
therefore negatived. 

Mr. WELLER moved to strike out the word 
“six,” and insert “five,” in the clause of the bill, 
so as to make the pay of members of Congress five 
dollars a day. 

Pending this motion, 

Mr. PENDLETON moved that the commitiee 
rise: carried—ayes 88, noes 63. 

The committee then rose and reported progress. 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS offered a substitute for 
bill No. 548; which was ordered to be printed. 

After ineffectual efforts on the part of various 
members to get in resolutions and reports, 

Oa motion of Mr. READ, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 15, 1843. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
aie a communication trom the Post Office Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 7th ult., statements showing in 
detail the price at present received by the railroad 
companies for the transportationof the United States 
mail, the amount paid them, the extent of service, 
and the price formerly paid for the same service 
by the old mode of conveyance; which, on motion 
by Mr. MERRICK, was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 


Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Governor of Iowa, transmitting joint res- 
olutions adopted by the Council and House of 
Representatives of that Territory, in favor of an 
appropriation by Congress for the purpose of hold- 
ing treaties for the purchase of the lands of the Pot- 
lawotamie and other tribes of Indians; which, on 


_ by Mr. LINN, were ordered to lie on the 
lable, 


Also, presented the credentials of Wittum H. 
Hirwoop, Jr. who has been elected by the Legis- 
lature of North Carolina a Senator from that Siate 
for six years from the 4th of March next; which 
were read, and ordered to be placed on file. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting of citizens of the county of Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania, in favor of the establish- 
ment of a mail-route from the town of Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania, to Steubenville, Ohio: referred 
foe Committee on the Post Office and Post 





Mr. SIMMONS presenteda petition from James 
son, porter to watch the public grounds at the 
Capitol, (commonly called ‘“posey watcher,”) rep- 
tesenting that he is employed seventeen hours per 


day, and praying Congress to allow him additional 
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compensation: referred to the Committee on the 
Pablic Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a memorial from Reu- 
ben Drake and R. G. Quarles, proposing to Con- 
gress to enter into a contract with the Government 
to reclaim public lands now useless to the Govern- 
ment, for the consideration ef a portion of the 
lands which may be reclaimed: referredto the 
Commiitee on the Pablic Lands. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial, signed by 
48 captains of steamboats navigating ine Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, representing that the toll now 
exacted for going through the canal at Louisville, 
on the Ohio river, is ruinousto trade, and such as 
the commerce and business on the river could not 
pay; and representing that there are evils in the 
construction of the canal which unfit it for the 
business which is now done on that river; and, 
for the purpose of ridding the commerce of the 
ruinous exactions imposed on it for passing through 
this canal, and affording adequate facilities to the 
increasing commerce, they pray that a canal 
may be constructed by the Government, on the In- 
diana side of the river, of sufficient capacity for the 
passage of larger boats than those which now as- 
cend the river. 

Mr, B. propesed to refer the memorial to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. WALKER remarked, that the canal spoken 
of in the memorial was not now adapted to the 
commerce of the Ohio river, and to the boats which 
run on the Western rivers; that it was of such 
capacity as to prevent the construction of a class 
of boats which were of large dimensions, and of 
greater speed, and such as were called for by the 
increasing commerce. If boats of a large class 
attempted to pass, they were subjected to serious 
injury by the rocks which were permitied to pro- 
ject from the sides. A boat of which he was some 
time since on board, in attempting to pass through, 
was seriously injured. If the locks were consider- 


“ably enlarged, and the canal cut square down to 


the bottom, it might be made of sufficieut magni- 
tude for all the boats which run there. There; 
however, seemed no disposition on the part of the 
company to do this, and to prevent the collection 
of these onerous tolls. If those difficulties were 
continued, he would go in for a sufficient grant of 
the public land in Indiana to that State, onthe con- 
dition that she will construct a canal adequate for 
the accommodation of the commerce on those 
rivers. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he was much gratifi- 
ed to hear of the introduction ef the petition by the 
Senator from Missouri. There was no subject, 
in connexion with the commerce on the Western 
waters, of more interest than that of the removal 
of the obstructions in the falls of the Ohio river. 
He then made some remarks on the great interest 
which the stockholders of that canal received on 
their investment, which was about 18 per cent. 
Commerce, he said, was obstructed to a very great 
extent; the large class of boats were excluded en- 
tirely from the upper river, owing to the uneven- 
ness of this canal. It was almost impossible for 
asingle canal to answer the purposes of the in- 
creasing ascending and descending commerce on 
that river; therefore acanal on the other side of the 
river was demanded. He could not hope that any- 
thing would be done at the present session of Con- 
gress, in regard to the subject; but he did hope that 
the Western Senators and Western members would 
urge this matter until the navigation of the Ohio 
should be relieved from this obstruction, and com- 
merce from the onerous burden which. was im- 
posed upon it by the exactions of the cana) com- 
pany. He believed that when the matter was ex- 
amined by the committee, it would be found that 
it was practicable to construct toa canal on the 
Indiana side of the Ohio, to remove the obstructions 
to the commerce there. 

Mr. TAPPAN did not agree with the other Sen- 
ators as to their opinions of the best mode of re- 
moving the obstacles complained of. It was his 
opinion that a canal ought notto be made. The 
obstruction in that river, at the falls, was a ridge of 
soft limestone running across the navigation of the 
river. The current would be as smooth above as 
below, if the Government of the United Siates 
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would (as it oughtto do) improve the navigation at 
this point, by removing a considerable portion of 
the ridge, which would do away with the necessity 
of a canal on the Indiana side. Whenthe matter 
came up, he would urge an improvement of the 
navigation at that point. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from the Legis- 
lature of Missouri, on the subject of improvement 
of the great swamps in the southeast portion of 
Missouri, and the northeast portion of Arkansas; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Also, presented a memorial of a committee ap- 
pointed by citizens of St. Louis, asking Congress 
to adopt measures tor the occupation and settle- 
ment of the Territory of Oregon; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Also, presented a petition of citizens of Frank. 
lin connty, Missouri, praying for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Port William to Little 
Piney, in Pulaski county, Missouri: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Cffice and Post Roads. 

Mr. HUNTINGTO «" presented a petition 
from Elizabeth Raymond, the widow of John 
Raymond, an officer ef the army of the Revolution, 
fora pension: referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. : 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensi ns, 
to which were referred the petition of Samuel 
Thomas for a pension, and the petition of Sarah 
Williamson for a pension under the act of July 7, 
1838, moved that the committee be discharged 
from their further consideration, and that they be 
referred to the War Department, which was com- 
petent to grant the prayers of the petitioners: agreed 
to. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
back, without amendment, and with a recommend- 
ation that they be indefinitely postponed, the bills 
from the House for the relief of Prudence Crouch, 
and for the relief of David Munn. The reports 
accompanying were orde-ed to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report (which was ordered to be 
printed) on the petition of William Morrow, pray- 
ing to be indemnified for losses sustained by him 
in consequence of the violation of his contract for 
the performance of certain work at the Washing- 
ton arsenal. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report (which was ordered to be print- 
ed) on the petition of Charles Dehault Delassus, for 
remuneration for money foreibly taken from him 
for the public service at the captare of Baton 
Rouge. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Madame De Lusser 
and her legal representatives. 

On motion by Mr. T., the previous orders were 
postponed, and the bill was taken up and consider- 
ed as in committee of the whole; and, there being 
no motion to amend, it was reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
poned, the bill from the House for the relief of 
James Mount; and, 

On motion by Mr. W., the previous orders of 
the day were postponed, and the above bill was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, and indef- 


‘ initely postponed, 


Mr. WILCOX, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
from the House for the payment of certain com- 
panies of Michigan militia. 

On motion by Mr. PORTER, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the above 
bill was taken up, as in committee of the whole- 
and, after a few remarks by Mr. KING, who con, 
tended that if the militia were entitled to pay, they 
could receive it under existing Jaws; and by Mr. 
PORTER, showing the -reason wky they could not 
receive pay without a special law; the bill was re- 
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ported to the Senate, and ordered to a third read- 
ing; and accordingly was subsequently read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, House 
bill for the relief of Joseph of Misscuri— 
[name rot heard.] 

Mr. LINN made a proposition, directing the 
Secretary of the Senate to place all the private 
bills on a separate calendar, witha view to expe- 
dite action upon them; but, after a few remarks by 
Mr. KING, showing that, in-tead of expediting ac- 
tion, it would retard the business of the Senate, 
the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. GRAHAM submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be direct- 
ed to communicate to the Senate, as early as practicable, what 
has been done by that department under the act of last session 
of Congress, entitied “An act making an appropriation tor the 
erection of a marine hospital ator near Ocracoke, in North Car- 
olina,”’ approved August 29, 1842; especially whether asite for 
eaid hospital has been purchased or contracted for, and whether 
any reappropriation of money 18 necessary to complete it, 

The resolution submitied by Mr. Linn on yes- 
terday, fixing 11 o’clock, a. m., for the daily hour 
of meeting of the Senate hereafter, was taken up 
and rejecited—ayes 18, noes 19 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petition of 
a number of cilizens of Missouri, praying that the 
settlers on the old military reserve, near Fort 
Leavenworth, may be allowed the mght of pre- 
emption to ibe same, made a report, accompanied 
by a resolution, (which was agreed to by the Sen- 
ate,) directing a copy of the report to be transmit- 
ted to the Secretary of War. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the credentials of 
Siras Wriant, Ja., who has been elected by the 
Legislature of New York a Senator from that 
State for six years, from and after the 4th day of 
March next; which were read, and ordered to be 
placed on the files of the Senate. 

Oa motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed; and the Senate 
took up, as in committee of the whole, the bill from 
the Houce for the relief of Charles J. Jenkins and 
William Williams, assignees of Joseph McKinne. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the bill; and, aftera 
few remarks by Mr. EVANS in opposition to its 
passage, and indicating a wish to make an amend- 
ment, it was postponed till to-morrow. 


RETRENCHMENT, ECONOMY, AND GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday was taken up; being the con- 
sideration of the following resolutions introduced 
by Mr. McDurriz, on Tuesday, the 7th instant, 
Viz: 

Resolved, Thatit is thesolemn and urgent duty of the pres- 
ent Congress to adopt, without delay, efficient measures to re- 
vive the ainehedenl decaying commerce, replenish the impov- 
erished exchequer, and arrest the alarming accumulation of the 
public debi of the United States. 

Resolved, That a modification of the existing tariff on for- 
eign imports, such as will render it strictly and in good faith a 
mere revenue measure, is indispensable to the accomplishment 
of those objects; and that the recent measures of the British 
Parliament, partially adopung the principles of free trade, the 
public indications of a disposition on the part of the present 
ministry to extend those principles still further, and the proba- 
bility of \the speedy organization of an extensive system of 
smugzling on the long lice of our frontier, furnish pressing mo- 
tives to Congress for acting on the subject during its present 
session, 

Resolved, That a rigid system of retrenchment, economy, 
and accountability, such as will bring the annual expenditures 
within the annual income of the Government, is not less indis- 
pensabje; end that, while thie is rendered necessary by the de- 
plorable state of the public finances, it is rendered just, and not 
injurious to the public service, by the great reduction of the 
currency, and consequent appreciation of the value of money. 


To which Mr. EVANS had moved to append 
the following additional resolutions: 


Resolved, That,among the causes which have contributed 
most efficiently to the depression of the foreign and domestic 
commerce of the country, and to the consequent impoverish- 
ment of the national treasury, and which have thus rendered a 
resort to loans inevitable, is the want ofa currency of uniform 
value in all parts of the United States, commanding the confi- 
dence of the people; and no measure designed to revive com- 
merce, replenish the treasury, and avert the further accumula- 
tion of public debt, will be complete or adequate to the accom- 
plishment of these objects, which fail to supply their wants. 

Resolved, That another ofthe prominent causes of the pres- 
ent prostrated condition of the business of the country, and of 
the public finances, and which has largely impaired American 
character and credit, which has exposed republican Institu- 
tions to reproach and obloquy, is the failure of so many States 
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of the Union te provide for the regular payment of the interest 
on their public debts; and especially the favor and counten- 
ance which have been given, to some extent, in some portions 
of the country, to the alarming and destructive doctrine, that 
these debts are not binding upen the people of the States 
which have created them, but may be annulled anc repudiated 
at their discretion. 

Resolved, That, while this Congress does not intend to adopt 
any measures for the payment by the United States of the debts 
of the individual States, it nevertheless deems it proper, in 
view of the disastrous consequences to the national character 
and credit, and to the institutions of republican government, of 
the failure of the States to fulfil their obligations, and of the 
principle which has been asserted—that these obligations are 
not binding on them,—to declare, that the debts of the States, 
created by the legislative authority thereof, respectively, are ob- 
ligatory and binding upon said States, and cannot be by them an- 
nulled or repudiated; and that it is the solemn and urgent duty 
of the people of said States to resort to the most efficient means 
in their power for the preservation of their faith, and the fuifil- 
ment of their obligations. 

Resolved, That it isthe duty of Congress, by every consti- 
tutional and proper means in its power—by the adoption of 
measures to restore and preserve a currency of uniform value 
throughout the United States; by the collection and disburse. 
ment of the public revenue, and the regulation and admin- 
istration of the public finances, in such way as shall be least 
burdensome to the people, and most conducive to the revival 
of trade and commerce; asshall secure the wages of labor from 
fluctuation; as shal! give security and steadiness to the industry 
of the country,—to render every practicable aid and encourage- 
ment to the people of the several States in their efforts to meet 
theists engagements, and to discharge the obligations into which 
they have entered. 

Which Mr. Dayton had moved to amend, by 
striking out the third of Mr. Evans’s resolutions, 
and inserting the tollowing in its stead: 

Resolved, That the distrust and obloquy cast upon the F'ed- 
eral Government by reason of the failureof ceriain States to 
make prompt payment of their debts, is an unjust and unfound.- 
ed imputation upon its credit and good faith; that, while this 
Government deplores the misguided policy of those States 
which have embarrassed themselves, it disclaims al! liability, 
~ or morally, for such delinquency; while, in vindication 
of its own unblemished faith and honor, it appeals with confi- 
dence to ite past history. 


Mr. DAYTON being entitled to the floor on the 
pending ques'ion, in relation to the adoption of his 
proposed amendment, addressed the Senate for 
upwards of an hour. 

He stated that the offer which he made yester- 
day, to waive his claim to the floor, having failed 
to accomplish the object of their proceeding to the 
vole; and the question now pending being on his 
amendment, he felt it due to himself to submit a 
few brief remarks, in explanation of the reasons 
which induced him to think that amendment im- 
portantand necessary. No Senator could depre- 
cate more than he woulda useless loss of the pub- 
lic time, at this late period of the session, in a 
mere discussion ef abstract theories. But, if gen- 
tlemen on tbe other side chose to introduce res- 
olutions of that character, tending to no practical 
result, the responsibility of wasting the public 
time could not be laid at the doors of his friends 
or himself, should they feel themselves placed in 
such a position as to demand either enlargement, 
modification, or discussion. The resolutions offered 
by the Senator from South Carolina reach to, and 
propose, no measure of public relief for the dis- 
tress which they depict. 

He (Mr. D.) had listened with great pleasure to 
the able speech which was delivered in support of 
those resolutions, in the hope that it would con- 
clude with some definite and practical proposition 
for the relief of the country; more particularly as 
the Senator appealed, in the course of his remarks, 
to all parties to unite in effecting the object he had 
in view. But in this he was disappointed; for noth- 
ing was urged but the resolutions themselves; and 
they, and all that was said in their suppor', ended 
with a mere promulgation of abstract political 
principles. He could not discover, from them and 
the Senator’s remarks, more than three main prin- 
ciples: in relation to the currency, to be let alone to 
work out its own salvation; to finance, to be im- 
proved by pulling down the tariff law; and to com- 
merce, by reciprocating the action of Great Britain 
in favor of an approach to free trade. 

On each of these points Mr. D. expatiated con- 
siderably at length, and then adverted to the reso- 
lutions submitted by the Senator from Maine, as an 
addition to the resolutions of the Senator from 
South Carolina. These additional resolutions he 
considered equally obnoxious to the charge of 
reaching tono practicalresult. Fally as he accord- 
ed with the general principles which they avowed, 
be considered them, as well as the original resolu- 
tions, unnecessary; because no definite action would 
grow out of them for the good of the country. As, 


however, they were before the Senate, he did » 
wish to let them pass to a vote without such modi, 
fication as he thought essential; and, as 
strong objection to the wording of the third reso} 
tion of the amendment, he had proposed a abet 
tute for that resolution, which he read, ; 
In explaining his object ig thus vindieat; 

credit and characier of the United States, he Stated 
his regret that hitherto every officer in the ' 
ernment, from the highest to the lowest, had taken, 
course calculated to show to the world that . 
felt the characier and credit of the country to) 
depressed, instead of boldly repelling the unfound 
ed assertions of others that they were ro. Hp fe 
sisted on it, that the credit and good faith Of the 
United States never had been impaired; that the 
had been preserved without a blot or blemish ma 
the foundation of the Government; and tha: in 
this respect, we stood proudly pre-eminent abore 
the nations of Europe, who now caluminated U8 in 
the foreign money markets. 


In proof of all this, he entered into a long anj 
minute history of the iniquities practised by Greg 
Britain, in laying the foundation of her nation) 
debi, and enlarging it from time to time, till it ha 
reached the enormous sum of upwards of thi 
five hundred millions of dollars—in comparison 
with which, our national debt shrank intoa mer 
nothing, or at least a sum sosmalli as to be scarcely 
capable of paying half a year’s interest. He enp. 
merated the debts due by France, Holland, Ny 
ples, Russia, &c., to show how deeply they wer 
all involved; and contrasted their condition wig 
shat of this country—possessing unexampled re. 
sources, and an inheritance stretching from sea o 
sea, through a wide extent of country unequalled 
for fertility and natural advantages. Having eyi- 
denced all these things, as a vindication of the up. 
impaired good faith and credit of the United States, 
he commented with severity upon those portions of 
the President’s message which he considered could 
have no better tendency than to give countenance 
to the calumnies uttered in foreign money markets 
against our credit. He particularly alluded ts 
the unnecessary and imprudent exposure of the 
fact that an accredited agent, sent to Europe to ne 
gotiate the loan, had been sent back repulsed, 

Speaking of the assumption of the State debs, 
he deprecated any proposition of that nature as un 
wise and impolitic, without giving any opinion as 
to the power of the Government in that particular. 
The question of the power of the Government 
interfere he had not sufficiently examined into, 
enable him to form an opinion; but he had faly 
made up his mind as to the imprudence of any 
such measure. 

Mr. D. concluded by urging the adoption of bis 
substitute for the third resolution of the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Maine. 


Mr. MERRICK next obtained the floor, and it: 
sisted on his motion (of which he had given notice 
yesterday) to lay the whole subject on the table. 
He again urged the impropriety of wasting tbe 
short time which yet remained of the session, 9 
necessary to be applied to the legislative busines 
remaining unfinished, upon mere abstract que 
tions. He pointed out that, in his opinion, gentle 
men were mistaken who supposed that his motioa 
would carry with it the resolutions of the Senator 
from Virginia. That Senator had only given Do 
tice of his intention to offer them: they were not be 
fore the Senate, and could not be, as long as a 
amendment to an amendment of an original prop 
sition was pending. No fitter time could, the 
fore, be chosen for pressing his motion than # 
present. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and na§ 
which were ordered. ; 

Mr. RIVES inquired of the Chair whether, 
the amendment of the Senator from New] 
were either adopted or rejected, wou!d he not! 
a right to move his amendment as a substitute fo 
the resolutions of the Senator from Maine? 

The CHAIR explained that a motion to sts 
outa larger portion of the resolutions, com 
the amendment of the Senator from New Jere) 
with a view of inserting others in their pl 
would be in order. . 

Mr. RIVES contended that his resolutions 
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